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The Winaner’s Test 

Who are the winners in life? Some of them 
will be found among those who have won. wealth or 
gained fain, but their winning will’ not be because 
they have gained these,things. The Greeks had a 
foot race in which speed and endurance were not 
the only tests. ".Each man at thé ‘start was given a 
lighted torch, and the laurel wreath was for the one 
who came in first with his torch alight. In William 
Allen White’s compelling story, ‘‘A Certain Rich 
Man,"’ there is a true picture of one who came in 
first, but before he was midway in his course he 
carried only a smoking, smouldering stump.. As we 
strive for the victory, let us, at any cost, keep the 
fire of honor, truth, and kindness alight in our lives. 


A 
The Life in Trifles 


Every duty done lets more of God into our life. - 
This means that it is-not the good that we do, but the - 


spirit in which we do it, that counts in our character- 
building. Inasmuch as we all have some plain duty 
for.every moment of the day, this also’ means that 
God offers a ‘* square deal'’ to every child of his, in 
that he gives unlimited opportunity for such fellow- 
ship with him through duty-doing as_,creates the 
character and the power that we may have supposed 
were the privilege of God's choséh few: 


of aréom, done unto God as his commission for that: 


© ter. 


© thie carainel: .’ 


‘The ‘dusting - 


moment, can bring us as close to him as the winning . 
of a soul.to Christ or the founding of a hospital for 
lepers in India. For God’s power and fellowship and 
rewards are not partial, —except that they are reserved 
for those who are partial to the doing of his will. We 
must, of course, remember that duty-doing, to be com- 
plete, includes many different things, and among 
these is the taking of time for prayer and communion 


_with the Father, for meditation upon his Word, and for 


direct service for his Kingdom, With these included 
in our daily program, we may rejoice in the privilege 
of unabated fellowship and growth, no matter what sort 
of duties make up the greater part of our life. God is 
waiting to welcome us in every summons of duty. 
pve tt x 
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The. Death in Trifles 

We are not injured nearly:so much by the wrong 
things that we do as we are by the wrong spirit in 
which we do them. A wrong action may be very 
wrong indeed, but it is never so wrong as the spirit of 
sin in which it is done. Again, an action may be so 
triflingly wrong as to séem unimportant, but the sin of 
its ‘doing is not lessened because of that. The point 
is: that’ sin is sin, ahd'sin always is a poison that par- 
takes of Hell and death. The particular vehicle by which 
we receive that poison into our systems js a minor mat- 
‘A'man may be just'as much. injured by a dose of 
prisssi¢ acid) in the.center of a caramel as he will by 
pouring it raw down: his throat. But the enemy who 
waiits'to kifl him with it will prefer to disguise it in 


alized ‘by the siri'in which we do a trifling wrong as by 
the sin:of'a great wrong: - We do : not) recognize that 
the setback and atrophy we are experiencing.in our 


‘ _ spiritual life. is.due to that wrong action which. we 


deemed so trifling ; but it isso. It is not always a duty 


So . we. are’ often: just ag) much demor- © 


to go to prayer-meeting, by any means ;' but the man 
who stays home from the prayer-meeting ‘that he knows 
he ought to attend, in order to do some work about the 
house that he wants to do, but that could wait, is delib- 
erately poisoning his moral nature with the same kind 
of sin that would be his if he should murder his wife : 
for there is only one kind of sin. He would shrink in 
horror from the latter ; he does the former easily and 
complacently ; the Devil wants him to think of the 
two things as having nothing in common, and the 
Devil usually succeeds. The crime of murder might 
cause a greater shock to the man than the wrong of 
staying away from prayer-meeting : but the man would 
be safer if thé lesser wrong produced the same shock 
and recoil as the greater. That ‘sensitiveness to sin 
of any and every sort is what God would have us 
strive for and be safeguarded by ; but it comes only 
as a reward ot indomitable duty-doing and sternly un- 
compromising high standards. Lex us strive to fear the 
wrongs that seem harmless—sugar-coated and death- 
dealing—more than we do those that show themselves 
in their true light. We shall not be in much danger 
of the great sins while we fear and fight the lesser. 


yA 
The Key to Understanding . 


We shall. never, understand others ‘until we are 
friendly toward ‘them. . This is why we so often fail 
to see the good in people around us, We do not see 
them through the clear atmosphere of love, but through 
the clouded glass of distrust. In the Memoir of Ten- 
nyson. by his'son we are, told that the poet once said, 
‘*You must love Wordsworth before he will seem 
worthy of your love.’’. .How many lives we misjudge 
because. we do not have .a sympathetic knowledge of 
them’! . It is hard to be: misunderstood, but it is in- 
finitely worse to misunderstand. 
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Nourished by Our Work 


HERE are a great many things that count in the 
work that a man does besides the mere doing of 
it. One ofthe most important of those things 

is the spirit in which he does it, and another is the 
way. he speaks .of it. .There are some very. good 
workers who impair their service by always acting as 
if it were a terrible drain upon them. They lessen 
the value of it by looking at it and speaking about it 
as if they were quite willing to do it, but that never- 
theless it was a sad depletion of their powers. . And 
they seem to think that one of the essential elements 
of real work is that one should show the strain of it 
and sigh about it a little. But when this attitude. be- 
comes habitual it shows that one has not really appre- 
ciated what serviceis, Itis not principally a drain and 
a.depletion : it is far more a food and a source of nour- 
ishment.to our very life. It puts back into us quite 
as much as it takes away, and, though one of the sure 
incidents of it is weariness, it is none the less true that 
most of the strength and happiness that are in any of 
us are there because our work has put them there. 

An English essayist speaks of ‘a friend of his of 
whom he says that he never approaches his task as 
most men do, sighing and anxious about the mass of 
it and wondering how he is ever-to.get through with 
ity but he comes to it as he would to a full and satis- 
fying meal, looking over the day's duties with a real 
relish for them and thankful forthe plentifulness of 
what: is. set before him, glad to know that there is no 
likelihood of there not being enough for him to do. 
Each-unexpected development of his business seems 
to add to the interest and zest of-:his calling; and, 
instead of being put out because it js not just what 
he looked for, he feels the same eagéfness toward it 
that a:naturalist’ would toward a.new specimen, or an 
epicure toward anew viand. This attitude may be 





rare, and may seem impossible, but it makes us won- 
der whether, after all, our occupations would not have 
a good deal of this fine feeling in them if we were 
living normal lives and had just the normal attitude 
toward our work. 

We fall into bad habits of telling how tired we are, 
or how rushed we have been, or what a lot we have 
had to do, and at times there comes to be a real cant 
of labor just as a religious cant sometimes comes into 
vogue. We put on an anxious and careworn look, 
and like to have men appreciate that we are doing 
something in the world; but really we ought to go 
about briskly and brightly and publistrthe fact that 
we are the fortunate ones who have enough to do. 
And we shall do this when we realize that our work 
positively feeds us and builds us up ‘and makes our 
happiness. For our very nature is starved and out of 
health when we have not been producing our regular 
output. - We are not-ourselves, and-our whole system 
becomes deranged a little. Fretting creeps into our 
habit, and we run down. — The testimony of a single 
day in which we got well through our duties, and did 
what we started out to do at the day’s beginning, 
assures us that nothing else has such power to 
strengthen and gladden us. We are more of men, 
and our spirit is refreshed by a subtle health pervading 
our whole being in a way we know not how to define. 

Dread is not, then, the normal attitude in which 
we need to approach our program when we consider 
that a glow of happiness is most likely to be the result. 
We need not say ‘‘This will take it out of me,'’ but 
may rather say ‘‘This will strengthen me and set me 
right again.’’ Not until one goes to his, allotted task 
asking himself just how much cheerfulness and hap- 
piness he can-find.in.the doing of it; will he ever know 
what power it has to encourage and gladden him. It 
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is therefore n to get rid of this traditional 
habit of nega Bo and knitting our brows as 
if we were about to take on some terrible burden. 
And we can make this riddance. What good thing is 
waiting hidden for me in the mass of this day's work ? 
would be a reasonable curiosity with which to ap- 


proach it. : 
caching <emnpsline of bin ts tle sonst, bo wea 
preaching cam is country he wou 
be caese | exhausted and have to For a little 
while he would rest and try to get well but the on 
thing that would ever : m well was to 
again. He fed on the very thing that fed upon him, 
his preaching. He could not seem to get back his 
strength t from the very ones he ministered to. 
The crowds that took away his vitality were the same 
crowds from whom he it back again. This truth 
is brought out very finely in the experience of one of 
the great Scotch theological teachers, who said of 
himself that in vacation time he nearly starved men- 
tally because he did not have his students there to 
feed his mind with their difficulties. One would 
suppose that those would be the months when he 
would be filling up with intellectual wealth which, in 
the months to come, would be slowly used up by his 
scholars as he gave it out ta them ; but it was not so. 
He nourished himself on their needs, their questions, 
and strengthened himself on their problems ; and he 
proved that he is a poor teacher who has not gotten 
out of his students quite as much as they have gotten 
out of him. That other great Scotsman, Chalmers, 
who in certain years of his life had conserved his 
strength by giving himself te carefully measured 
duties, broke loose at last into unstinted service only 
‘ to find that never till then had he had such abundance 
of power, so that he said he had discovered that the 
only life for him was one ‘‘of ceaseless activity.”’ 
Nothing else would keep him alive. 

We must beware of ever imagining or teaching 
Christ as one whose life was depleted by his service 
of his fellow-men. _ He himself gave literal expression 
to this great law of duty as the thing that sustains and 
nourishes us when he said, ‘‘My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me,” and,’ ‘‘I have meat to eat 
that ye khow not of." We add’to God’s glory when 
we partake of his might and’ receive things at his 
hands... The discouragement of the Saviour was not 
the drain men made upon. his force and love, but the 
low degree in which they drew upon it. A night of 
rest and prayer repaired the exhaustion that their 
needs produced, but what wore upon him was that 
they would not come unto him that they might get 
life. The pent-up life of Christ was more costly than 
the life outpoured. 

Do not look upon duty, then, as a dead-weight, nor 
upon service as a certain exhaustion of your strength. 
Do not get into the habit of talking about the burden 
of the Lord, and how hard your service is. Remem- 
ber the prophet who denounced the false prophets 
because they kept continually talking about ‘‘the bur- 
den of the Lord,"’ and how he gave them God's 
message,. ‘‘And as for the prophet, and the priest, 
and the people that shall say, The burden of the Lord, 
I will even punish that man and his house."" Expect 
to get more out of all your service than even those 
you do it for will get, because if it is good service that 
will always be the truth about it. Look back, and 
you will be abie to say that it is laziness, self-seeking, 
saving one’s self, which has always exhausted you, 
and the times of service which have always fed you 
and built you up. 

















The Glory of Hard Work | 

What a privilege it is to be entrusted with hard 
work and enabled to work hard! Why should we 
ever want to rob any one of that privilege? Perhaps 
a Prince Edward Island reader did not think of the 
matter in this light when he wrote heartily : 

I use the Times closely, and find it of the utmost assistance 
to all of the teaching staff. The only criticism that I might 
venture is that I think you are alittle inconsiderate in working 
a good man too hard. I refer to Mr. Ridgway, who deserves 
at vour hands a tribute to his industry in the form of a long 
vacation. 

But ‘‘the reward of hard work is more work."’ 
The best workers do not. ask for vacations, but for 
increased responsibilities, apd bigger opportunities, 
and harder work. Mr, Ridgway is a man of that sort. 
He is in the *‘ best workers’ class) He has no more 


THE SUPRYE SHAR) HES 


toleration for 


“would only seek ano outlet : is 
life and hel and service te him. indeed, he’ 0 
revels in his at if he’ stop his lesson- 


writing , The Sunday School Times could con- 
“tinue to publish for almost two | 
tocome. He has his work on all the 


lessons up to 1912, and is now starting in on that year. 
The writing of simply one lesson a week is too slow 
for Mr. Ridgway ; it wouldn’t keep him out of mis- 
chief; he would be afraid of the idleness that it would 
mean, Yet he is one of the partners in a large manu- 
facturing business, is called away constantly on busi- 
nese trips, superintends a Sunday-school every Sunday 
morning, teaches a class of a hundred men in that 
school, walks a couple of miles every Sunday afternoon 
to superintend another Sunday-school, and teaches a 
class of boys there, 

He had to take that boys’ class because they were 
too tough for any other teacher to hold for more than 
one or two Sundays. He has had it for about a > 
and it is now the model class of the school. Teeny 
member of it belongs to the Boys’ Department of 
the local Y. M. C, A., and instead of being inter- 
ested chiefly in cigarettes and mischief, the boys’ talk 
now is of swimming pool, cross-country runs, and 
gymnasium stunts, This Rock Run district in which 
is located Mr. Ridgway’s afternoon: Sunday-school is 
a notorious neighborhood, where they have a man- 
killing every once in a while. “At-one-time the mur- 
ders averaged about one a month. Only a few weeks 
ago thev dragged from the dam near the Sunday-school 
oneof Mr. Ridgway’s former scholars, for whose murder 
the companion of ‘this scholar will probably hang. | 

No, Mr. Ridgway doesn’t want to be put on the va- 
cation list of played-outs: yet. He :has too much to 
do for that. 

> at 


Have God's Greatest Works Stopped? 
Would it be well if we could go'back'to the 
days of our Lord’s earthly ministry, or of ‘the! years 
just following Pentecost? Would it be'wellto’ have 
the precise works and ‘evidences of those ‘days, iit the 
service of the Kitgdom, mate chafacttristic ‘of ‘to- 
day? Some seem to think that it’ woilld, and! that 
present-day Christian service lacks what''it ought to 
have because it is not marked by the experiences of 
nineteen centuries ago. Thus an earnest worker in 
California writes : ' 2, 


i entertain a deep conviction, not fanciful, but born of care- 
fnl reading of Scripture, supplemented by revelation ot 
the Spirit, that the ordinary, modern means used for the evah- 
gelization of men do not include the whole plan of God. . The 
common method is preaching ; but I am profoundly impressed 
(and the impression will-not down nor depart from me) that 
deed should accompany word. Paul writes (Rom. 15: 18, 19), 
** To make thé Gentiles’ ebedient, by word awd deed, through 
mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God.” 
And an old church proger reads: ‘‘ And now, Lord, . . . grant 
unto thy servants, that,with all boldness they may speak thy 
word, by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs 
and wonders may be done by the name ‘of thy holy child 
Jesus”’ (Acts 4: 30). In_almost.every place where the 
gospel was anciently preached, some miracle is recorded as 
taking place, which turned the scale and: persuaded the peo- 
ple that a messenger and a message from God had come to 
them, ‘‘ Many believed,’ .‘‘a great multitude believed,’’ , is 
~ record. ‘‘ Hearing the word and seeing the miracles” 

id it. : 

I know it is unfashionable, and with many incrédible, ‘that 
God shou'd take any part in the success of his gospel in our 
day ; but really is he not the most ingerested Person in evan- 
gelization, and does not his heart truly yearn for men to re- 
ceive his Son and his gifts with him? Why, then, is he not 
willing to do everything possible, even descending to meet 
human a to bring men to the reconciliation by the 
cross? You will see by this that I am sympathetically and 
reverently in earnest; not a hobby-monger, but one who 
would gain for humanity every aid God is willing to grant. 

“Truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord,’ is the 
cheering note heard in the assemblies of. Christ (Micah 3°: 8). 
I wish all my brethren would by earnest prayer t God to the 
test once more, that his word of grace might go forth confirmed 
as of old. Oh, for the confirmatior with the affirmation 4 

‘* Let God work,"’ is my prayer. 


Ard because ‘‘ Let God work’’’ is the prayer’ of 
more consecrated children of God and co-workers 
with Christ than it ever was’ before since the! Great 
Commission was given, the world to-day is witnessing 
more works and mightier works of ‘God, in the’ win- 
ning. of the world to himself in Christ, than the early 
apostolic age ever knew. True, things are not yet'as 
they should be, nor'as they shall be.- God’s power is 
still to be seen 'in its fulness, as it will be when the 
already great army of his workers shall surrender them- 
selves ever more fully to his will and his purposes ‘in 
using them. But the works that God is doing to-day are, 
perhaps, as far ahead of the works that he did in the 
first Christian Century as those works were ahead of the 
wonders Of “Moses in the palace of Pharaoh. 


‘plain signs of the: world’s ever-grow 


; and Christ is as r 
to work them to-day as he was then, if they are still 
needed. But they are not ; their need and their use- 


shall he do also ; and greater works‘than these shall 
he do,’’ is coming iously to pass in these days ot 
Christ's: power. If one doubts this, let him read 
Harold Begbie’s thrilling record of ‘‘Twice Born 
Men,’’ and say whether the - or the book 
of Acts record dny miracles in the bodies of men 
that equal in extent and superhuman evidences these 
miracles of God's''working power in the lives o. 
outcast, wrecked, Devil-possessed and ‘hell-dwelling 
fragments of humanity. Let him get the story 
of the gospel’s work in Korea, that land which 
thirty years ago was pagan and Christless, but where 
now 156,000 followers of Jesus are building up a Chris- 
tian church which for consecration and the passion for 
souls has never before’ been' matched in the foreign 
missionary history of Christendom: a church’ in 
which native ‘converts are not received as members 
untii their Christianity’ is: so vital that they: have 


‘already won others to .their Saviour ; a church «én 


which the members systematically give time, in addi- 
tion to moénéy, to the extension of ‘the Kingdom 
among their fellows, so that Christianity is sweeping 
paganism out of that land, and the Hermit Nation. of 
12,000;000'souls promises to be, in another ten years, 
one of the'strong Christian lands-of the world. »:' 

i Wermust bear in mind that what has been done 
in. Korea:is the direct result‘of Christ’'s»:work im j;and 
through :the dives of the missionaries: whom:heisent 
to: them “out ¢of' our ‘Christian homelands. ~Similar 


“works of God are being witnessed ‘in every -pairt 


of what ‘we call’: the home and':the -foreign ‘field. 
Probably -never:’ before in. ‘modern: * times: ‘have 
the rank and file of the Christian’ church, the-lay 
members, done so much in awaking: to their respon- 
sibility for letting God work through them: for: the 
winning of the world: When the correspondent says 
that the common method of evangelization to-day ..is 
preaching, he misses the-fact that the great evangelists 
of our generation arelaying such stress upon personal 
work, the following up of individuals by individual 
lay workers immediately after the preaching, as. has 
perhaps never before been done. Thisis Christ's ap- 
proved method, and God is mightily blessing it. 

There is much to be done; the world is yet to:be 
taken for Christ. But let-us_not blindly miss the 
glorious evidences of God’s wonder-working power 
with which he is blessing our age above all ages that 
have gone before. :: Only as we see and rejoice in the 
ing nearness ‘to 
God, tan we be used of him in his working out of the 
infinitely greater blessings that lie ahead. 


Mahe 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


HOU eternal and omnipotent God, our Maker, Redeemer, 
Friend, and Father: We would once more renew our 
vision of thee. Nothing this side thyself can hold or sat- 

isfy us, The whirl of change in the visible world only deludes 
and bewilders us. We lose our bearings, except as our eyes 
aré fixed on thee. Our enthusiasms fade and perish, save as 


- we center them on thee. Our best work seems so trivial, so 


ineffective, unless thou touch it with thy finger and take up the 
broken fragments of our toil and make them thine, Oh, that 


“our lives and labors may more and more find their mainspring 


and motive in thee! Father, thy will be done, in éarth as it is 
in heaven. Only thou canst see the end from the beginning. 
Only thou knowest what we ought to do, how we ought to feel, 
what we ought to think, and what use to make of us. Anew, 
then, we place. ourselves ‘in fhy hands—for keeping, for guid- 
ance, for renewal of our minds in truth and righteousness, for 
pardon of our tranggressions and cure of our follies and faults, 
for strength to do and usefulness in service. Take us. Make 
us what thou wilt. Keep us in close touch with thee. Make 
us quick to hear thy voice, to sympathize with men, to seize 
providential opportunity shaped to our hands by thee moment 
by moment. lot we not be distracted by the clamors of the 


world. Keep‘us from thinking so much about ourselves. So 
fill ws with divine enthusiasm in the Master's service that we 
shall forget all selfish desire, all weariness, and even our own 
mistakes. Oh,.that we may be enabled and constrained to 
press toward the mark for the prize of our high calling in 
Christ Jesus ! . 
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LESSON FOR MAY 1S (Matt 13: 22-32, 38-42) 





Qoveanne > ee It 
is a solemn fact to contem: a-man, 

seems ane tee to tine 
the fatal ca ing. 
And rads piocigsmy: lr with this disastrous 


possibility, it is worth while seriously to inquire what 
is meant by this sin unto death, this. sin which passes 
the power of pardon and goes toward its fatal end.’ 
All sin has within it the seeds of death. ‘The 
wages of sin is death. Any sin unrepented and un- 
pardoned has a fatal tendency, and sin when it is 
finished bringeth forth death. -The soul that sinneth,. 
it shall die. Sin is that lawlessness by which a soul 
falis out of harmony and adjustment with God. 


The soul must live and have its being in God. . But . 


when it fails to commune with him,. then. God, who 
is the life of the soul, becomes a=consuming. fire. 
Wise. physicians tell us that any disease is fraught 
with danger. So all sin is potent with deadly 
bilities. But. every illness does not end in death, 
neither does every sin run to fatal issues. ‘The course 
of sin may be arrested by divine grace. Sin in: its 
manifold forms may find forgiveness and be counter- 
acted and overcome by the Holy Spirit: . That-is to 
say, sin has its curable stage. - Experience ‘witnesses 
that men guilty of most heinous crimes have through 
forgiveness recovered from sin and become saints of 
light. : The surpassing mercy of God encourages every 
sinner to trust for salvation. But it is not:a provision 
upon which a sinner may gamble. We are'soleninly 
warned that a fatal crisis is always pending, and we 
may not trifle with this moral poison of the ‘soul. 
The Scripture teaching on this’ subject is explicit 
and clear: Sin may develop an obdurdcy of: heart in 
«which the soul assumes an attitude’of +intentitonal op- 
| position. toward God... It. is-in the: knowing ~and de- 
liberate acts of sin that the fatal crisis is liable to rise. 
The curable stage of sin is emphasized>jn the fact. of 
ignorance, and that ignorance is vital in.our consid- 
seration. The multitudes whom Peter addressed with 


promises of forgiveness were men who shared -in the’ 


condemnation and crucifixion of Jesus. - | But‘ they.did 
‘itvin.ignorance (Acts 3:17). Paul confesses his: deep 
transgressions of blasphemy, persecution, ‘and injury, 
and then adds, ‘‘ But f did it in-ignorance and: unbe- 
lief”’.(1 Tim. 1 : 13). So Peter warns Christians against 
those sins of lust which obtained in the time-of: igno- 
rance (1 Pet. ©: 14). - Toward such sinners our Great 
High Priest exercises grace, for he:-has ‘‘ compassion 
upon the ignorant and erring.”’ 

But when sin becomes ‘knowing, :deliberate, -agd 
presumptuous, ‘it draws much nearer, the fatal line. 
In the case of the Pharisees whom Jesus charged with 


blaspheming the Holy Spirit, the sin was of this na-- 


ture. - The ‘Lord had just healed a most desperate 
case of a blind mute. - The multitude .recognized in 


this miracle :the presence and power: of the Divine - 


Spirit! The Pharisees also seem ,to-have had a--like 
conviction forced upon them. But their growing ob- 
stinacy had so hardened their hearts that, in this 
crisis, they took an irrevocable attitude of hostility. 
They attributed this wonder-work of God tothe 
agency of Beelzebub, the prince of demons.’ They 
put out their own eyes in dethroning reason, and 
became so perverted that through moral insanity they 
put darkness for light, and sin for holiness. Demented 
by their sin of unbelief and obduracy, they henceforth 
misunderstood the mission of the Christ, misconstrued 
his motives, and misinterpreted his words. They were 
blind to the presence and power of redeeming grace, 
and so had drifted beyond the efficacy of salvation. 
When they charged the Saviour with being a son of 
Belial, the light went outfor them, and the very capa- 
city for eternal life died within them. 


This sin is described as blasphemy against the Holy — 


Spirit. I take this to mean a wilful, insulting rejec- 
tion of God's final light. Divine light comes to men 
in degrees. God commanded light to shine out of 
darkness, but the light of nature is obscure, and in 
that twilight, sin is extenuated in the forbearance of 
God. The further revelation was in Jesus the Son of 
man. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. But the veil of human flesh limited the efful- 
gence, and sin against him is mitigated by ignorance : 
for in sinning against. him; .‘«They-kriow “not*what 
they do.'’ Btit when-the Holy. Spifit shines“ with a 


Si- - 


‘warning we -reach the climax of ‘sin (10 
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The Unpardonable Sin: Soul-Suicide 
_ By: Professor Cornelius: Woelfkin, D.D. 


-» whe -would commit: any child of his to everlasting 
-punishnient, maybe helped by this article to rea- 


lize that it is possible for any child of God to live 
in such neglect of, or opposition to, the life-giving 
love of God that the spiritual life and possibilities of 
that one die out through a self-imposed, self-chosen 
death. Soul-suicide is real,—so real that it would 
be too dark a theme to contemplate, were it not for 
the glorious antidote: ‘‘ He that followeth me shall 
not: walk’ in darkness, but shall have the light: of 
Pog . Siffe.** 


(a 
light itJuminating -the heart—the reason, conscience, 
and will, and men.-curse that. light. and reject grace, 


‘the light ‘becomesdarkness through sin... That sin is 


unforgivable, because it rejects forgiveness, and . for 
such -sin-there: can.’be no provision in the nature of 
the case. so 2 

The letter to the Hebrews gives us a strong, clear 
exposition of the inception, progress, and climax of 
this unpardonable-sin.’-. The argument. of the epistle 
is occupied with the ‘great salvation... But the devel- 
opment ‘of thought. is repeatedly broken by grave 
warnings; which are introduced parenthetically.. When 
we place these admonishments together in consecu- 
tive ordet, they reveal a remarkable evolution. The 
first warning. is directed against the seemingly inno- 
cent-sin'of neglect (Heb. 11: 1-4). Grace has made 
provision: for our escape-from the judgments of sin 
into ‘the eternal glory of God. But we may treat this 
great, salvation’; with .indifference, In the second 
warttiing - we: are sharply ‘cautioned, Jest the sin of 
neglect: ripen into Aardness of heart (Heb. 3.:7; 
4:7)... Through the deceitfulness of sin the con- 
science atrophies, and the soul drifts far away from 
God. : In the third warning we come upon a solemn 
diagnosis of a soul reaching the fatal line (Heb. 6 : 
4-8), It describes a state of religious coma. The 
various means of salvation have been tried, Light 
has flooded: the conscience, mercy has come in de- 
sirable forms, and the divine spirit has employed: the 
Stimuli to rouse the soul to-an acceptance of divine 
mercy and eternal life. But ‘they have failed. The 
disease:tolerates the medicine, and no longer responds 
to the powers'.of ‘divine grace. .:The soul is steeped 
in the lethargy-of spiritual comia,’from which the or- 
dinary and’ general,means of grace cannot rouse it. 
It has crucifiedsthe:Son of God afresh. It is like a 
waste; itredeemable plot of ground, abusing sun and 
showers to bring:forth nothing but thorns. In the: last 
: 26-31). 
The extraordinary and: most powerful stimulant of 
the spirit-of grace is applied, and the soul rouses its 
supreme-opposition, It fights off the beneficent in- 
fluence of-mercy; despises the holy blood of the cove- 
nant, and tramples’ the Son of God under foot. Passing 
now: beyond the bounds of salvation the soul leaps to 
suicidal death. 

In the case of the Pharisees, and in this exposition 
in the Hebrews, this fatal sin is associated with light 
and knowledge, and is a desperate, intentional repu- 
diation of the Son ‘of God, It is a -high-handed, wil- 
ful;- presumptuous ‘despising of divine grace. and 
mercy, a determined and avowed antagonism against 
God. But-the fatal line is not always marked by a 
violent and evident crisis. It may begin with a mere 
drifting—a figure describing neglect—and the current 
may. not be tortured by foaming rapids and thunder- 
ing: falls: On such .a-subtle tide the soul may be 
carried beyond all saving grace. 

The fact of the existence of a fatal sin should lead 
us to inquire carefully concerning its symptoms. 
Many sensitive and well-intentioned souls have been 
unnecessarily alarmed by the fear that they have been 
guilty of the unpardonable sin. When the soul comes 
in true penitence to seek God, the sins of its yester- 
days loom up in such dark array that they seem quite 
beyond the pardoning power of grace. There is a 
haunting -fear that the case is hopeless: Others sup- 


. pose ‘that any sin committed subsequent to the experi- 


ence of! conyersion bedomes ‘instantly fatal. - Both of 
thése ‘tempers’ of ntind are nrorbid, 


They do: not’ 
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grow-out of.an over-emphasis. of sin,: but out of an 


-. ignorance-of the manifeld-riches of grace: _ The very 


anxiety of the mind is an evidence of a sensitive, ‘liv- 
ing conscience. It argues a desire to escape from sin 
and experience salvation. This conscience, with a 
desire for mercy, is an ‘evidence that the soul is not 
dead, -and hence not guilty of the sin unto death. 
Forgiveness is a loosing from the guilt and tyranny 
of sin, through repentance and faith. But repentance 
and faith are spiritual exercises. They are the reac- 
tions which result from the influence. of divine light. 


, The darkened conscience and. mind. become illum- 
- inated ‘and the will is made active to respond. But 


such a condition of soul is due to the divine spirit 
working within it, and so this fatal offense against the 
Holy Spirit cannot have taken place.. Hence no per- 


‘son pained by a consciousness of sin, and feeling a 


desire to escape, need despair. Let such an one bow 
in lowly. confession and prayer, and the burden of the 
past will fall away, and the power of sin be broxen. 
The real symptoms of spiritual deadness are those of 
hardened indifference and determined hostility. 

Some.men raise the question whether-there is any 
sin that can exhaust the loving interest of the Heavenly 
Father and drift beyond ‘his power to save. This 
query puts the emphasis iti the wrong place. The 
exhaust is not with God, but with man. Salvation ‘is 
not only. judicial, but. biological... Human life is 
stored with certain spiritual capacities. Under con- 
ditions of obedience to God, these latent qualities de- 
velop a Christ-like character. But there is a civil 
strife in the soul, in which the lower instincts war 
against the nobler possibilities. When the spiritual 
nature is borne down and dwarfed, it becomes dor- 
mant. . Salvation then consists in rousing and quick- 
ening the spiritual potentialities of the soul. To this 
end the mercy and grace of God is proclaimed, and 
the reaction of the personality to light and truth re- 
sults in salvation. But if the overtures of grace are 
met with continued and persistent rejection, the spir- 
itual capacity atrophies and burns out. There is no 
change in God, but in the soul where nothing is left 
for divine grace to act upon. The light of God stiil 
shines, but the optic nerve is shriveled and paralyzed, 
The fire of grace still burns, but the heart is a burnt- 
out cinder. 

It is a_ serious thing.to gamble upon the goodness 
of God. Soul-suicide is not some sudden unrelated 
act of the will. It issues from antecedents, and no 
one may continue in careless impenitence without at 
least inviting a fatal result. With the Pharisees the 
unpardonable sin was the climax of a process, They 
began with indifference to the words and works of 
Jesus. Then suspicion, envy, and hatred settled into 
malignant opposition. They became the allies of-the 
prince of darkness, and determined on the murder of 
the Prince of Glory. ‘ 

But the fatal issue of sin is not always accompanied 
with such avowed blatant blasphemy of the Holy Spirit: 
The danger of trifling with mercy is the unconscious 
loss of the spiritual capacity. Like some disease that 
has no marked crisis, sin steadily wears away the 
responsive -capacities of the soul, until the divine 
‘‘birthright’’ is forfeited. It is a process rather than 
a Crisis, or a passing of the crises without startling or 
violent. experiences. The soul sleeps through all 
alarms. No sudden chasm yawns to invite a mad 
leap to death, but a steady, increasing decline brings 
it tothe same end. The fatal sin may assume many 
different forms, but the end thereof is death. 

In an experience reaching over a period of twenty- 
five years of pastoral ministrations the writer has met 
but few.men who assumed an open hostility toward 
God and Jesus Christ. One of these was a man who 
had once been an elder in an evangelical church. 
Denying his faith, he became a sneering skeptic; ridi- 
culing the words and works of Jesus. He died as he 
lived, without God and without hope. But for one 
such experience I have officiated at the funeral ser- 
vices of scores of men whose souls had drifted into an 
eclipse, and though they never openly cursed God” 
and died, yet their lives faded out in darkness, giving 
no evidence that they. knew God, or inherited the 
gift of immortality and life. 

As Christian workers,-we must recognize the fatal 

{Continned-on- page 227, second column) 
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1X. ** KEEPING EVERLASTINGLY AT IT” 


N 1872 a man named Morris Sickel had been ar- 
rested and convicted in New York, and had served 
a year's ra nagar In 1874 he reopened his 
nefarious business in Bridgeport, Connecticut, renting 
premises on the P, T. Barnum property. Conistock 
worked up a case against him for violation of the pos- 
tal laws, secured a warrant from the United States 
Commissioner in New Haven, and went with a United 
States marshal to Brid, to arrest his man. There 
he found that Sickel was in New York ; but he seized 
his manufactaring plant and took a large quantity of 
his vile goods. Leaving the marshal to make the 
arrest, the Spécial Agent returnéd to New York. 
There he learned that the marshal had failed to arrest 
his man, who had made his escape to Montréal. Later, 
Sickel’s movements were’ ‘to’ Detroit, and then 
to Chicago. 

Comstock went’ to Chicago, and, after making a 
dozen or more of other arrests; learned that Sickel was 
still in town. When a warrant had been secured for 
him,’a deputy marshal‘ was assigned to make the 
arrest. Ostensibly he made it. ' But‘instead of pro- 
ducing his man, the deptty allowed him to go ; later 
this official was charged ‘with having received fifteen 
hundred dollars for the accommodation. The Special 
Agent returnéd to New York, empty-handed. But he 
was not through with the case as easily as that. 

One day"there came to Mr.’ Comstock's notice 
a letter addressed’'to' Morris Sickel at St. Louis, 
Mo., in Sickel’s own handwriting. Mr. Comstock now 
believed that Sickel had a factory for his goods in St. 
Louis, ‘and went on to look over the ground.’ ‘There 
‘) he learned ‘that’ Sickel’ s:: ‘brother-in-law, who knew 
Coinstock,"' wis in’ Chatge°6f' thé’ factory) 86'"the 
Special Agent ‘sta jed away ‘from that headquarters, 

€ was fo n thé’ why’ of evidence; with copies 
of the Connecticut “iiaietibedit and of the bench war- 


rant for ‘Sickel’s atrést (this latter fotm' of wartant” 


veing issued by thé clerk of the court, as from ‘the 
judge, after an indictment has been found), Going 
before the United States Commissioner at St. Louis, 
Mr. Comstock made the j proper affidavit, based on the 
indictment and ‘bench warrant, and a warrant was 
issued in that district for the arrest of Sickel. 

Asa United States 'Post-Office official, Comstock took 
a letter carrier into his confidence, and gave him offi- 
cial instructions. The factory doors were closed to the 
public; no general admittance was allowed. The 
letter carrier was instructed to inquire at the factory 
for Mr. Sickel, arid ledve word that he was to call at the 
Registry Department of the Post-Office for a registered 
lettet. While the carrier was inside the factory, doing 
his part, Comstock was waiting outside, at a safe dis- 
tance. He saw a man come out from the building, 
evidently a Jew. Giving him time to get a couple of 
blocks from the place, Comstock walked considerably 
beyond him, thén turned and ‘came toward him, look- 
ing up and down the street and diligently at the signs, 
as one who was hunting for an address. Reaching the 
Jew, he’ stopped him and asked if he could tell him 
where Mr. Moses Silleck lived. 

«« What is his business ?"’ asked the Jew. Comstock 
explained. 

‘*Oh, that is not the name ; you mean Mr. Morris 
Sickel,"* exclaimed the man, as he pointed out the 
place. ‘*But,"’ he went on, ‘‘he is not here; I was 
just in there, and he is in Memphis, Tennessee ;"’ 
and he named a hotel addréss, 

Thanking his Hebrew informant, Comstock left the 
man and hurried to the post-office, fearful lest Sickel’ s 
brother-in-law might come for the registered letter ; 
and there he instructed the registry clerk to decline to 
produce the letter for any one else than Morris Sickel 
himself. Then ‘he telegraphed the postmaster at 
Memphis, asking whether Sickel was at the hotel 
designated. 

About the time that the brother-in-law arrived at 
the post-office for the registered letter, as Comstock 
had anticipated, the Memphis postmaster’s telegram 
had come, saying that their man was there. The 
brother-in-law, finding that he could not secure the let- 
ter, dropped the matter by saying to the registry clerk, 
‘* Well, then forward the letter to City Hotel, New 
Orleans."* 

This left Comstock in a pretty quandary. But he 


attached to ‘thé énd Sf freight trains) | 


Not only character but brains were needed in the 
fight in which the young New Englander had made 
a life-enlistment. Without shrewdness and endur- 
ance, his enemies would have outwitted him and 
worn him out long ago. Because he was resource- 
read the story for yourself ! 








took the first train to Memphis, got another warrant 


from the United States Commissioner there, made for 


the hotel supposed to be Sickel’s stopping-placé, and . 


there found on the hotel register, in Sickel's hand- 
writing, the name ‘‘S. Morris; ‘Philadelphia."’ \“From > 
the porter he learned that ‘‘ Mri: Morris’’ hadieft - 
Memphis early that morning on: the Iron Mountain — 
Railroad ; for what place, the porter didn’t know. 
Keenly disappointed, Comstock tried to see his 
course through the puzzling situation > ‘Should he add 
hundreds of ‘miles more to his already long and: baf- : 
fling journey’? He left the.:-hotek ¢rossed : to. the 


city park, or plaza,’and, knowing not where to turn, - 


prayed earnestly for guidance.''“As ‘he walked aim- - 
lessly through the-little park and reached’ the other 


side, almost the first thing that caught his eye was the .. 


ticket office of the Iron Mountain Railroad.- It looked 
providential. Something seemed to say td him,***Go : 
to New’ Orleans."’ 
swer' to! prayer, he’ entered the station, found ‘that a - 
train connecting with the Iron: Mountaimroad for New 
Orleans left about seven o'clock that nigtt, and was 
told that there were first-class -accominodatiohy: right 
through. hy ¢ uci egos 3d olfs ngth 
Once started, instendl of: finding. the promised onfirst- 
class accommodations '* he >was opliges to'takd!a car 
iw 


colored’ and white peéple; many of Whoriiwere Sitiok- 
ing, and the’air was nauseating. ‘The night was cold, 
and so was the car.” “But the’ only way'that! the New 
England man could endure*it was to put his arth under 
the bottom’ of his raised window, ahd thus make‘sure 
of a little fresh outside air. For six hours he *tood 
this, and then, at nearly one o'clock in the morning, 
he found that they had covered fourteen ‘miles.:: ‘Hére 
he gladly left his car to make connections ‘for New 
Orleans. Between four and five in the morning he 
crawled off to bed: inthe welcome. sleeper, arid the 
second morning after he was ‘landed safely’ in New 
Orleans, 

He now addéd ‘to the colleétion of Sickel’ warrants 
that he had gathered in ‘Néw “Haven, Chicago, St. 


Louis, and Memphis, by setuting*his: fifth one -from : 


the United States Commissionér at New Orleans ; he 


found a deputy marshal to execute it’; and ‘then, ‘going | 


to the post-office, he repeated the registered letter plan 
that had failed in St. Louis. A carrier took to‘the City 
Hotei the notice for Sickel to call at the post-office, 

And before noon of that day Comstock*had ‘his 
man. He took him before the United States Com- 
missioner, arraigned him, produced the certified 
copies of the Connecticut indictment and bench war- 
rant, and identified the prisoner as the defendant 
named therein. Sickel was held in defaultof “bail to 
await the order of the judge of‘ that district to: teturn 
him to Connecticut. Thus did a Yankee boy: 'cele- 
brate Mardi Gras in New Ofleans,—for that was the 
very day on which the wind-up occurred. But: the 
real wind-up was not yet. 

Anthony took a night train for New ‘York; about as 
homesick a youngster as you would often see.» In 
his office hé found telegrams awaiting hiny from the 
marshal of the New Orleans district. It appeared ‘that 
a writ of habeas corpus had been issued ‘in the Louis- 
iana state court, directing the marshal to ‘bring the 
defendant before that court, notwithstanding’ the fact 
that a state court liad no jurisdiction in matters per- 
taining to the federal courts. The United States mar- 
shal succeeded in getting these proceedings dismissed. 

Then a second attempt was made by the state court 
to release the prisoner. Meantime, the United States 
Circuit Judge for that district: was holding court in 
Texas, and the prisoner could not be removed from 
New Orleans except upon that judge's order. But 
the Unitéd States’ marshal was game.:: He secreted 
his prisonér, and before the second process could issue 


Believing‘ this to be a ditectian-. 


Ayfilled'with 


in the state court he had his man placed on the outgoing 
steamer Juniata for Phi via Havana, Cuba. 


Ma ee ent ax triad ieee ten 


by the United States judge, 


So far, 
It was learned afterward that a certain Hebrew 
to which Morris Sickel .belonged was deter- 
mined that he should not be sent back to Connecti- 
cut, and it was said that a fund of five thousand dollars 


. had. been raised in his behalf, to prevent this, These 
now vi 


plans. to have their friend 

e boat at Havana by force if necessary, 
qThey kept the cable between New 

vana busy, > a RNa with a 
Cuban branch of their organiza’ 

The deputy hal in. 4 sta Of Sickel learned of 
this plot. Taking his prisoner to his stateroom, he 
kept him there. while the beat lay for several days in 
Havana harbor. One day,: while still there, the, cap- 
tain and mate went as -The deputy saw a crowd 
_ of men coming down the wharf. He promptly shackled 
' and handcuffed Sickel, took a.revolver in each hand, 
and quietly told Sickel thaf,, with the entrance of the 
first man intojthe stateroom to interfere with his duty 
she would first kill Sickel, and then attend to as wary 
of the others.as possible, 

; -They didn’t come.. Sickel was pretty well frighte ened. 
Perhaps] he managed to let-word leak out to his a 
on,shore that they had better not come, That deputy 
-took his. duty {oo seriously. for Sickel’s comfort... 

After the Juniata. had left Havana for, Phil; 
one the marshal at New Orleans sent. word wii. 

omstock, ngs - Jorge sum .of mon ‘ en- 
. tioned he in Sickel’s 2 LS t My his 


pfriends were. wha upon his release = Philagel- 


hia, fi 
iw "Tha wa pu te fe. tonnes ticut. Fed vil, War 


me ». Hisifighting.b icra WAS, UP, ~ 
° sent to New.:Haven, and, secured { fecal, qnaie cer 
fied copy-of the original, indictment . of, kel, and a 


new bench warrant,. Then..he went to Philade Iphia 
;and.obtgined authority from the. United, States, mar- 
;Shal there to, execute, this warrant. in, his district. 
Going tothe agent of the steamship line, he got per- 
»mission to, board .the.vessel.down the Delaware. 


. With .the Collector of,.the :Port, at Philadelphia he 


made arrangements to be.taken down, the, river on a 
revenue cutter. The Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany was given instructions to notify him the moment 
the Juniata should be sighted across the breakwater. 
Then. he rested from .his . labors, awaiting .develop- 
ments at the Bingham. House, from a Friday till.Mon- 
day morning,._ , 

Upon ,word, from ‘the. ‘Western Union, Comstock 
hurried to. thé wharf, boarded the waiting revenue 


cutter, steamed down the Delaware,.and reached the 


Juniata about.ten miles from.the city, As the reve- 


_pwe,cutter. reached the larger vessel's side, the dep- 


uty.and his prisoner were, watching, with interest, 
from the rail; and as Comstock clambered up the 
side of the Juniata, Sickel turned to the deputy and 
said with some intensity, ‘‘ That's another one of 
Comstock’ s tricks..’’ 

As the Juniata swung into her dock at South Dela- 
ware Avenue, Philadelphia, Special Agent Comstock 
from New York and the United States deputy marshal 
from, New Orleans, with their prisoner Morris Sickel, 
of. Bridgeport, Montreal, Detroit, Chicago, St. ouie 
Memphis, and New Orleans, safely ‘between them, 
having left the Juniata and taken the rest of the, trip 
on the revenue cutter, were making an undisturbed 
landing just across the river at Camden, New Jersey ; 
and the waiting thugs at the Philadelphia dock had a 
longer wait than they had expected. 

Sickel was not brought into Philadelphia at all. 
His captors took him at once to New Haven, where 
Comstock and the deputy saw him safely jailed about 
eight.o’ clock that night. In jail he stayed until his 
trial, when he was convicted in the federal courts, and 
sent up for the full extent of the law: one year’s im- 
prisonment and five hundred dollars’ fine. 

That.is the sort of endurance, patience, persistence, 
and keen resourcefulness that have made Anthony 
Cemstock’s life work the challenge, that it is to the 
traffic in debauchery. 


(Zo be continued) 











= ee Fae ne gee ee oe ee ae re ee 








rr A eninge -a. “1. 


ee a | 


se Jee Si ee 


a a 

















(LESSON: FOR: MAY 15 Matt. 12 : 22-32, 38-42) 





I. THE TEEN PERIOD 


HE was a beautiful, well-developed girl of thir- 
teen. Her-bright, eager face, with its changing 
expression, was a fascination at all times. It 

seemed unusually earnest and serious that particular 
morning as she stood, waiting the opportunity to speak 
te me, She had asked to wait until the others had 
gone, and her manner as she hesitated even then to 
speak made me ask, *‘ Are you in trouble, Edith ?"’ 

«*No, not exactly trouble,—I don’t know whether 
we ought to ask you, but all of us girls think, —well, 
we wish-we could have a mirror in the locker-room. 
Couldn’t we? It's dreadful to go into school without 
knowing how your hair looks or anything !°’ 

I couldn't. help laughing. Her manner was so 
tragic that the mirror seemed the most important 

' thing in the educational system just then. I said I 
would see what could be done about it, and felt sure 
that what ‘‘all the girls’’ wanted could be supplied. 
She thanked me heartily, and when she entered her 

‘own room nodded her head in answer to inquiring 
glances from the other girls, 

As I made a note of the request, I remembered the 
Edith of a year or more ago, Edith; whose mother 
found her a great trial; she didn’t “care Aow she 
looked.'’ — It was true. She wore her hat hanging 
‘down over her black braids, held on by the elastic 
‘band around her neck ; she lost hair ribbons continu- 
ally, and never seemed to miss them. She was a 
good scholar, wide-awake, alert, always ready for the 
next thing. She loved to recite, and volunteered in- 
formation generously. In games she was the leader, 
‘and on the playground always the unanimous choice 
‘for the coveted ‘‘it’’ of the game. - She was never in 
the least sélf-conscious, and, as her mother had said, 
how she looked never seemed to occur to her. “ 

“> And now, she came asking for a mirror! Her hair 
ribbons are always present, and her hat securely fas- 
tened by hat-pins of hammered brass. She spends a 
good deal of time inschool ‘‘arranging'’ her hair. 
Sometimes spelling suffers, sometimes algebra. ‘Be- 
fore standing to recite, she carefully arranges her belt. 
Contrary to her previous, custom, she rarely volun- 
teers, although ‘her. scholarship is very good... If un- 
able to give the correct answer, or when obliged to 
face the school; she blushes painfully. One day re- 
cently, when the class were reading ‘‘ As You Like It,’’ 
shé sat with a dreamy look upoh her sweet face, far, 
‘far away from the eighth grade class-room ; could not 
find her place when called upon to read, ‘and, although 
‘confused and ashamed, lost it again within ten minutes. 

What has happened to Edith, the child of a year 
ago? She has gone. . The door has opened. Edith 
is thirteen. - The door opened slowly; and those who 
knew her best were perhaps least conscious of the 
changes, so gradual liad they been. “But a new Edith 
is here. One by one the chief characteristics of the 
childhood of the race have been left behind, arid the 
dawn of the new life has brought to her the dim con- 
sciousness of universal womanhood, Womanhood 
means many things, but always three—dreaming, 
longing, loving. All three have come to her, - and 
though unconscious of their meaning, she feels their 
power. ~ Edith has seen herself, is- interested in her- 
‘self, has become self-conscious,‘ and for the next few 
_years self will be the center and’ every act will be 
‘weighéd and measured in relation to self. Fifty other 
girls, her friends and companions all just entering 
their teens, share the same feelings, and manifest de- 

' velopment along the same general lines. | More than 
one of those fifty mothers looks at her daughter grow- 
ing so rapidly and awkwardly tall, and says, ‘‘I1 don’t 
know what to do with her, she has changed so.”’ 

But the awkward years of early adolescence, filled 
with the struggle to get adjusted to the new order of 
things, with dreams, with ardent worship of ideals 
embodied in teachers, parents, older girls, imaginary 
characters, quickly pass. 

If they have been years of careful training, if the 
eager, impetuous day-dreamer and castle-builder has 
been guarded and shielded ; if she has been instructed 
by mother, teacher, or some wise sympathetic-woman 
in all the knowledge that will help keep her safe and 
pure and fine, then she is ready for the wealth of 
emotion, the increase of the intellectual and spiritual 
power to be developed within her these next few years. 
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There isn’t much theory in this article. It is mostly 
~ life. the real life of young girls for whom a friend 
of girls has been working, and living, and praying, 
as she led them on into the kind of womanhood 
that God intends as the goal of every girl in her teens. 
Miss Slattery commences with this paper a series of 
articles, based on her rich experience and study, 
which will appear in these columns during the spring 
and summer. 





But if not—if the earliest years have been filled 
with questions for which no satisfactory answers were 
given, if great mysteries that puzzle are solved for her 
only by what schoolmates, patent medicine advertise- 
ments, and imagination can teach, then she does not 
have a fair chance. __ She is not well equipped for life, 
and if in some moment of trial which we fondly 
dream will never, never come to Aer, to others per- 
‘haps, but not to Aer, she is overwhelmed, then we 
who have left her unguarded are to blame. 

If at thirteen she was awkward, and sometimes 
disagreeable, at sixteen we forget all about it, for now 
she is charming. The flood-tide of life is upon her, 
—it is June, and all the world is her lover. To be 
alive is glorious ; she shows it in all that she says and 
does. She laughs at everything and at nothing, and 
she dearly loves ‘‘a good time."’ She makes use of 
all the adjectives in her mother tongue, and yet they 
are not enough to express all that she feels. Super- 
latives abound, and a simple pronoun, third person, 
singular number, masculine gender, is introduced so 
often into her conversation with her girl friends that 
it reveals at least'one prominent ‘‘line of interest.’’ 

But she is a dreamer still, new, deeper dreams in 
which self still plays a large part, but always an un- 
selfish one ; and the longings that dawned on her 
soul with adolescence have grown in power. She 
not only longs for the. concrete hats and. gowns and 
beautiful things, to sing and play, to be admired, to 
be- popular, but -she-longs to be good and to do 
good. 


Now when all her powers have awakened, obeying 
the instincts of her womanhood, she is ready to give 
herself in loving service to some great cause, to serve 
the world. 

All teachers of. English composition can testify to 
the desire to serve which stands out so.clearly in the 
egsay work of girls at this period. ~ Hazel is a type of 
hundreds. She ‘attended a lecture a while ago and 
saw pictures of the tenements. The crowded condi- 
tions, wretched poverty and suffering children stirred 
her soul. Every composition since has been a record 
of her dreams and longings. In every written sketch 
,or story a'wretched child of the tenements appears. A 
girl of means, ‘‘about sixteen years of age,'’ with 
plenty of spending money, seeks out the child often 
crippled or blind, gives it food, clothing, a wheel- 
chair ; or takes it to a great physician who makes it 
see. Sometimes the heroine finds work for father 
and- mother, and-they-move to a cottage in the coun- 
try.and are happy.. Always in the story misery is re- 
lieved and hearts are made glad. 

This desire to’ give all in altruistic service, this 
‘longing to make the whole world happy, this worship 
of the Good, reveals ‘itself too in the girl's effort ‘‘to 
find her Lord and worship him.’’ The religious 
sense, so_ strong in the heart of the race, that men 
must. bow down and worship something, some one, 
be it fire, the moon, the stars, the river, his ancestors, 
-his -idols, is strong in the heart of the girl in her 
teens... And if rightly taught and presented, the 


-Christ unfailingly becomes her. great Ideal. 


I-saw: such a girl bow her: head in prayer in the 
crowded church on Easter morning. Her face was 
good to see. Death and the grave meant nothing to 
her, but, oh, LirE—it was so good! Sixteen found 
her hard at work in the cotton factory.. But looking 
at her in her new suit and hat and gloves, and at the 
one bright yellow jonquil she wore so proudly, you 
would never have guesssed that a week of toil lay 
behind her and another awaited her. . That night she 
sang a brief solo in the chorus choir, and did it well ; 
one of the boys in the church walked home with her, 
‘they. talked .a few. momeits, and Easter was over. “At 
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five-thirty next morning she rose, ate her hasty, 
meagre breakfast, and went to work.in the rain. A 
week later, when we were talking after Sunday-school, 
she said, ‘‘I don’t know as I ever had such a happy 
Easter. It was such a beautiful day.'’ And then, 
hesitatingly, ‘‘I1 made up my mind I ought. to be 
better than I have been, and I’m not. going. to let my 
sister go to work in the mill, no matter what it costs 
me. I'm going to send her to high-school next year, 


instead of taking singing lessons, I decided Easter 


night."’ 

I could see her sitting in her bare, h ss little 
room, with the memory of the sunshine, the new suit 
and jonquil, the solo, and the Risen Lord filling her 
soul as she made her sacrifice, letting the cherished 
plan of singing lessons go, 

**What made you want to do it?"’ I asked. . «I 
don’t know,"’ she said ; ‘'I felt that I ought to, and 
Easter makes you think of those things. I think | 
Christians ought to be more like Christ, as Dr. —— 
said in his sermon."’ 

That was the explanation. She was following, the 
best she knew how, the pathway of the Christ—her. 
ideal. God bless her !—the sacrifice w#/7 pay. 

Failing to find the Christ, the religious sense satis- 
fies itself with lower ideals. Intensified longings, 
dissatisfaction, and a restlessness not found in the’ 
girl who truly. gives her allegiance to the Christ and 
feels his steadying power, are very evident in the girl 
who has not yet found her Master or. Lord. 

Keeping pace with the deepening and broadening 
of the religious sense, and the physical growth and 
development, the intellectual powers have been busy 
grasping new truths, eagerly seizing new facts that 
relate to life, comparing, rejecting, reasoning, indeed 
for the first time independently thinking. Se 

Now, more than at any time in her life, she needs 
to meet fine men and women, that they may over- 
balance those whom she thinks have failed. She 
needs to know definitely the good being done every- 
where in the world, to study great sociological move- 
ments, to see the efforts being made to meet the special 
needs of the day, the problems of the cities, and the 
salvation of the individual. . Biography is good for 
her, and sketches of real men and women living and 
working for and with their fellows strengthen her faith 
and steady her. 

She is keenly critical, because she is comparing 
theories and life—because her ideals are high and 
her requirements match her ideals, She is scornful, 
because she has not lived long enough to realize how 
easy it is to fail, and she has not learned to let mercy 
temper justice. She doubts all things, because she is 
not able to adjust things which seem to conflict, and 
experience has not yet helped her find harmony in 
seeming discord. 

She still ioyes a good time, and has it. Her ability 
as leader, manager, or organizer reveals itself quickly 
if opportunity is given. Her tendency toward intro- 
spection and self-analysis often makes her unhappy, 
dissatisfied, and restless. She longs unspeakably to 
find her work, to be sure she is in the right place in 
the great world. 

She needs patience, real sympathy, and under- 
standing from those with whom she lives ; to be led, 
not driven, by those who control her ; positive teach- 


ing on the part of all who instruct her, concrete in- 


terests, social opportunities, and some one to love. 

But she needs intelligent love, which is really sym- 
pathetic understanding and keen appreciation wisely 
expressed.. And she needs, from thirteen to twenty, 
to be taught two things : to work and to piay. She 
needs to be helped to realize her dreams in action. 

She has the dreams, the hopes, desires, and long- 
ings. We must furnish the opportunity to work them 
out into reality, Real, healthful, natural enthusiasms 
for all phases of life she can furnish if she be a nor- 
mally developed girl. The opportunity to express 
that enthusiastic abundance of life /egitimately is ours 
to supply, 

The teen age is the period where the battle for an 
honest, clean, pure, righteous type of manhood and 
womanhood must'be waged and won. Having real- 
ized this, it now remains for us to bend all our ener- 
gies and summon all our skill to meet the task. 

Fircusurec, Mass. 
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LESSON 7. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Parallel passages: Mark 3 : 20-30; 
Luke 11 : 14-23, 29-32. 
Getting Started in Class 


HAT is sin? ‘' Doing wrong,” you say? Yes; 
but what is it to do wrong? I want just as 
many definitions of ‘‘ sin” as the members of 

this class can give me. ‘Then we'll take up the ac- 


count of an attack that was made upon Jesus by some 


men who counted themselves the best men of their 
time, and see what Jesus had to say to them, and 
what light this gives us on our question about sin. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


It was on a day that was partes the busiest da 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry ; see what Professor Rid- 
dle’s first paragraph says as to this, and note for the 
class the many things that happened on that day, 
outside of this lesson, We were spending this same 
day with Jesus ia our lesson of March 13. The record 
Ma is before us consists of seven distinct points or 
acts : 


1. Jesus does a work that only God can do, and is hailed 
as Messiah. 

2. The religious leaders attribute this work to the Devil. 

3. With piercing logic Jesus shows the senselessness of 
their claim, 

4. He leads on to the irresistible conclusion that God is 
present and his Kingdom at hand. 

5. Every one is either on Christ’s side or against him; 
and whoever is against the Spirit (whose work Christ is 
doing) has placed himself beyond help, 

6. The request for a sign is insincere, and will therefore 
not be heeded,—except by a sign that will be clear enough 
to all who really want one, 

7. Those of lesser privilege, in earlier ages, ‘will con-~ 
demn, by contrast, those who reject their high privilege in 
Christ's day. 

To make the facts of the lesson quite plain, draw 
on the following lesson material in these pages ! 


Demon possession a spiritual fact, though often accom- 
panied by physical ailments (Riddle, 2d paragraph). To 
use this point in a class of boys see Foster, 1-3. 

Jesus’ clean-cut argument against the Pharisees (Stalker, 
3 paragraph ; Lovett, 4-7). The importance attached to 
amily unity in the Orient (Mackie, 1). 

Are you a Pharisee? Mr, Ridgway asks this question in 
a pretty searching way (2d paragraph). 

The Pharisees’ unintentional tribute’ to Jesus and his 
miracles (Sanders, 6). 


When the class come to the unpardonable sin (vs. 
31, 32), let them ask questions, and express them- 
selves as freely as they can in answer to their own 

uestions, before the matter is explained to them. 
or it can be explained, so clearly and simply that 
this passage will always be understood by them, and 
never give them needless anxiety or worry,—though 
it ought to give us all food for the most solemn 
thought, in recognition of the inescapable truth that 
it presents. 
hese two verses, with Mark 3 : 28-30, throw direct 
light on the question of sin that was discussed at the 
beginning the class session. Sin is simply a 
breaking with God. Every sin ever committed 
meant that, for the time being, the person who 
sinned preferred the Devil to The forgiveness 
that God so freely offers us, in Christ, is a restoring 
of the broken relationship between Himself and the 
sinner, And many persons who have sinned have 
sought this restoration of relationship with God, and, 
because they have sought it, God has granted it. 
But what would you say of a person who says that to 
him the Spirit of God seems to be the spirit of Satan? 
What hope is there of the restoration of that person, 
from his sins, into loving relationship with God? 
Absolutely none, so long as he cannot and will not 
recognize any difference between God and Satan. 
He may, indeed, be confused as to who the man Jesus 
is, and be rescued in spite of that ; but he cannot be 
saved while he sees or claims to see no difference 
between God and Satan, or while he deliberately op- 
poses himself to the Spirit of God. It has been pointed 
out that there is a significant distinction between the 
expressions ‘* speak a word,” that is, in passing, not 
as the result of determined hostility, against Jesus, 
and ‘‘ speak against ” the Spirit, indicating determined 
speaking, in the presence of light. ‘** Forgiveness,” 
here, stands simply for the. restoration of the soul 
from the disaster of sin, the break with God. In 
God alone is life ; therefore the deliberate and main- 
tained break with God, through refusal to recognize 
the Spirit of God and the eternal difference: bét ween 





MAY 15. GROWING HATRED TO JESUS 
Matthew 12 : 22-32, 38-42. Commit verse 41 : 
Golden Text: He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.—Matt. 12 : 30 


22 ‘Then was brought unto him ! one 
blind and dumb : and he healed him, 


or house divided : 
casteth out Satan, is divided —— himself ; 
shall his kingdom stand? 27 And 
out demons, * by whom do your sons cast 
fore shall they be your judges. 28 But if I *by the 
God cast cut demons, the kingdom of God 
you. = pont peo one enter ny men Pwo Bs of 
man, goods, except rst 
and then he will — house. 30 He that is 
is mst me ; and he.that gathereth not with me scattereth. 
z erefore I say unto you, Every sin and blasphemy shall 
forgiven unto men ; but the blasphemy carlos the Spirit 
shall not be forgiven. 32 And whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whoso- 
ever shail cpeak pees the Holy Spirit, it- shall not be for- 
given bim, neither in this * world, nor jn that which is to come. 
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38 T*en certain of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, 
saying, Teacher, we would see a sign froin thee. 39 But he 
answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion seeketh after a ;-and there shall'no sign be given to 
it but the sign of Jonah the Desehet for as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of the 5 whale ;. so shall the 
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 41 The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonah ; and behold, © a greater than Jonah 
is here. 42 ‘he queen of the south shall rise up in the judg- 
ment with this generation,.and shall condemn it: for she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; 
and behold, ® a greater than Solomon is here. 

1 Or, @ demoniac * Or, in *%Gr. Beelzebul. 4 Or, age § Gr. sea- 
monster. © Gr. more than. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
b 4 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


“Verse 22.—-What was demon ‘possession ? (Riddle, Second. 


Voor’ 23.— Why did they raise any question about ‘the 
son of David ’’ ? (Riddle ; Stalker, 2.) 

Verse 24.—Why were the Pharisees so reluctant to ad- 
mit Jesus’ real relationship with God? (v. 28.) Why did 
the risees make this statement about the miracle Jesus 
had just performed? Who was Beelzebub? (Riddle, third 
paragraph, and on v. 24.) 

Verse 25.—Was Jesus’ knowledge of their thoughts a 
supernatural knowledge? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 27.—Were the Pharisees able to cast out demons, 
as this verse seems to imply ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 28,—What is the meaning of the phrase *‘ then is 
the kingdom of God come upon you”? ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 29.—What is the interpretation of this verse? 
(Riddle ; Stalker, 3; Lovett, 7; Sanders, 8.) 

Verse 30.—What is the application of this verse ? (Rid- 
die; Stalker, 4; Lovett, 8, 9.) 

Verse 31.—What was the “blasphemy against the 
Spirit,’’? and why wasit unique among sins as unforgivable ? 
(Riddle, fourth paragraph; Stalker, 4; Mackie, 2; Ridg- 
way, 4; Sanders, 9.) 

Verse 38.—What did they mean by “sign ’’? (Riddle; 
Mackie, 3.) : 

Verse 39.— What was the ‘* sign of Jonah the prophet ’’? 
(Riddle ; Stalker, last paragraph; Sanders, 12-14.) 

Verse 42.—Who was ‘‘ the queen of the south’’? What 
is the Old Testament reference to this ? (Riddle.) 








that Spirit of life and the spirit of death, can have 
only one result : eternal dea 
hat seems to be the meaning of the un lon- 
able sin, or soul-suicide, as Professor Woelfkin re- 
vealingly calls it. His article, on page 219 in this 
issue, should be carefully studied, and the following 
comments: Riddle, 4th paragraph, and on v. 32; 
Stalker, 4; Mackie, 2; Ridgway, 4; Sanders, g. 
When those who were denouncing as works of the 
Devil the works of the Holy Spirit, manifested 
through Jesus, came to Jestis ‘and asked him for evi- 
dences, or credentials, ought he to have given them 
some sign? Use here the effective object lesson that 
Miss Lovett gave, in her first h. There 
would have been no use in offering the Pharisees a 
sign, and Jesus knew it. Mackie’s last paragraph 
suggests another reason wh¥ Jesus declined, as does 
Stalker’s fifth erent ie gos 
An advertisement of an insurance policy for auto- 
mobiles, recently published, showed a photograph 
of an aucomobile wrecked almost beyond recognition, 
—good for nothing but the scrap heap. How do you 
suppose the handsome big machine came to this end ? 
It was ‘' destroyed by fire arising within the machine 
dtself.” at is all that we need to be afraid of. 
That is what was destroying those who were seeking 
to destrcy Jesus: . 














By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


“HE Busy Day.—Chapter 13:1 shows that the 
lesson should be placed on the day of the dis- 
course in parables, while Mark 4 : 35 states that 

the voyage across the lake followed that discourse. 
The record of events on that day is more extended 
than that of any other re, Me the Galilean ministry 
(Matt. 12: 22 to 13: 53; rk 3: 20 to 4: 34; Luke 
8 : 4-18, and probably 11: 14 to 13:9.) first 
event is the attempt of his friends ‘‘to lay hold on 
him ; for they said, He is beside himself” (Mark 3 : 
20, 21). The place was Capernaum, probably in his 
usual residence. 

Demoniacal Possession.—The New Testament repre- 

sents **demons” (*‘evil spirits”) as takin 





posses- 
sion of human beings, controlling their ns and 
words, This “ sion” is everywhere distin- 

ished from diseases, though in many cases 


the demoniac showed symptoms of some ordinary 
rama A probably resulting from the physical pre 
tio 


dis n of the person 
‘Beclzebub.—Greck, ‘**Beelzebul,” “*the prince of 


the demons” (v. 24)—that is, Satan. The term was 
originally the name of a Philistine deity, and ‘* Beel- 
zebul”’ is the more correct form, meaning *‘ lord of the 
house,” which the Jews would apply to hell.‘ Bee]- 
zebub”’ means ‘‘ lord of the flies,” and is supposed to 
be used contemptuously. 

Blasphemy the S —There are two views 
of this sin: 1. A particudar sin, that of ‘deliberately 
and maliciously attributing the works of Christ to 
Satan. This is favored by Mark 3 : 30 (‘‘ Because 
they said, He hath an unclean spirit”). 2. Aj state 
of wilful opposition to the power of the Holy Spirit, 
virtually a moral suicide. Verses 33-35 favor this 
view, and ‘*! guilty of an eternal sin” (Mark 3 : 29) 
points;to a state rather than a particular act. Prob- 
ably the act:and state are connected. as cause and 


©. effect. *: This sin “may be alluded to in1 John:5; 16. 


It is tnpardonable, on any view, because it cuts off 
from the only source of spiritual life; the Holy Spirit. 
It is to be distinguished from ‘‘ grieving” and *‘ re- 
sisting ” the “yt Spirit. Any one who fears that he 
has committed this sin gives evidence, by that very 
fear, that he has not done so. 


‘Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 23.—Can this be the Son of David? A ques- 
tion implying surprise and doubt ; ‘‘Is not this” is 
too strong. ‘‘ Son of David” is a title of the Messiah. 

Verse 24.—Aut when the Pharisees heard it, they 
said: The opposition of the Pharisees began early in 
our Lord’s ministry, and was now more intense. To 
have admitted that the miracles proved him to be 
**the Son of David” would be fatal to their eg 
so they attributed the cure to the influence of Satan. 

Verse 25.—Knowing their thoughts: This sug- 
gests supernatural knowledge. 

Verse 27.— Your sons: That is, the adherents of 
the Pharisees.—Cast them out: While this seems to 
imply that the attempted exorcism was successful, 
the argument.of our Lord is valid if only the attempt 
is referred to, ‘The knowledge we have, from other 
sources, of the methods employed does not favor the 
view that success attended them. 

Verse 28.— Then is the kingdom of God come upon 
you: If this was God's work, then the Messianic king- 
dom, which they looked for, was at hand. 

Verse 29.—7he house of the strong man: Satan is 
meant.— Spoil Ais goods: Take as spoil, as our Lord 
did by casting out demons. 

Verse 30.—He that is not with mé is against me: 
The claims of our Lord are such that in regard to 
him and his service there can be no neutrality. 

Verse 32.—Neither in this world, nor -in that 
which is to come: ** World,” literally *‘ age.” The 
two‘tages,” in Jewish usage, were divided by the 
coming of the Messiah. The whole clause is equiva- 
lent to ‘* never” (Mark 3 : 29). 

Verse 38.—A sign: That is, a supernatural act to 
attest the truth. In John’s Gospel this term is almost 
invariably used for miracles. 

Verse 39.—T7he sign, of Jonah the prophet: The 
sign to be given them was typified by what occurred 
to Jonah, which to a certain extent prefigured the 
death and resurrection of our Lord. 

Verse 40.-—Three days and three nights: 
usage permits this to be equivalent to parts of three 
days. ue a full discussion in The Sunday School 
Times, March 9, 1901.) 

Verse 42.—7khe gueen of the South: ** The Queen 
of Sheba” (1 Kings 10: 1-13). Probably from Ethi- 
opia. ° The Abyssinian monarchs claim to be de- 
scended from her. 
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By Professor James Stalker, D.D. % 


Sees Oe ee grows more con- 


Tue Evipence or MiracLe.—This has been charac- 
terized as a commonplace miracle; but it cannot 
have seemed so to those who witnessed 
said that ‘all the people were amazed” by it. : 
have identified it with a miracle narrated in chapter. 
9 : 32-34; but it is very unlikely that Matthew 
tell the same story over again; and the 
this class were so numerous that there is no difficulty 
in believing that two may have happened bearing 
considerable resemblance to each other, though they 
have also points of difference. The spontaneous 
effect on the common le was to make them ask, 
‘Is not this the Son of David?” this being a popu- 
lar pame for the Messiah. But the Pharisees were 
quick to counteract this conclusion with the hardy 
assertion, *‘ This fellow doth not cast out devils but 
by Beelzebub, ped pmras of devils.” Such was their 
deliberate and fi Posty ee on his work as a whole. 

But those who judge another are at the same time 
judging themselves; and those who ventured-to 
this profane sentence on Jesus have long ago been 
judged by the conviction of the world. , 4 him- 
self” returned a threefold reply to the annihilating 
judgment thus passed upon him. First, if Satan was 
co-operating with him in casting out devils, he was 

rating in his own destruction; for the general 
character of all Jesus’ work, as well as of these special 
miracles; was in the teeth of Satan’s intentions. 
Secondly, he drew an argument from a practise of 
exorcism which the Pharisees supported, never 
dreaming of attributing it to a demonic source; but 
he was far more obviously clearing the power of 
Satan off the ground, in order to make room for the | 
kingdom of righteousness. Thirdly, the powers of” 
evil could not be so overcome and affronted as they 
were daily by him, unless their-head and prinee had 
been once for all fought and foiled ; -this being a 
covert reference to his own victory in the wilderness, 
The Jews were not taught in their law to acknowl- 
edge every one who was able to work miracles as a” 
messenger of heaven (see Deut. 13 : 1-5; 18.221, 22); 
on the contrary; they were to test every pretended 
prophet, the test being the general drift and purpose 
of iis action; and it was to this. that Jesu& now. ap- 
pealeiil.; ‘He conld boldly claim that. his miracles 


>. were the works of a foe of Satan andia friend of God. 


‘Tue EvipEnce oF THE Spirit.—It is possible to 
connect -verse 30 with the foregoing verses, under- 
standing it as ee oh of the conduct of Satan, 
wh6é tries to scatter the flock which the Good Shep- 
herd is laboring to gather. But it is better to under- 
stand it as an introduction to the solemn warning 
contained in the two verses which follow. The time 
had come for all who were in the habit of hearing 
Jesus to decide on which side they were to range 
themselves. Circumstances would more and more 
compel them to be either for him or against him; and 
he now challenges all to be ready for this test. There 
could be no neutrality; there never can be long. We 
may take time to make up our minds; but Jesus is 
the stone on which we must be either bufft or dashed 
in pieces. Those who had gone so far as to say that 
the miracles of Jesus were inspirations of Satan had 
advanced very near to a final decision, on which 
their own fate would d He spares them, in- 
deed, so far as to allow that they may speak against 
the Son of man and yet be forgiven; but he warns 
them that it is but.a step from speakin ainst the 
Son of man to speaking against the Spirit of God; 
and for such blasphemy there could be no. forgive- 
ness. This saying about the sin against the Holy 
Ghost is one which has occasioned much anxiety to 
timid and sensitive souls; but it is not for such it is 
intended, but for the bold scorners who impute to 
the Devil the work of God, and range themselves 
decisively on the side o to Christ. 

Evipence Rerusep.—The opponents of Jesus, pre- 
tending to have taken to heart his challenge to 
choose a side either for or against him, complained 
that they had not evidence sufficient to enable them 
to judge, and so they desired a sign about which 
there could be no mistake. Thousands of times, 
when asked to exert his power, did Jesus willingly 
consent; yet, when asked to exert it this time, he re- 
fused. e was conscious that the evidence he had 

iven was sufficient, and he would give no more. . 


here is a way of demanding more evidence which . 


is excessive and has to be resisted; for it is inspired 
not by the intellect, but by the will. There is a will 
not to believe of which the doubter must be made 
sharply conscious. Jesus first fell into a kind of so- 
liloquy ; for what he said in verse 40 could: hardly be 
intelligible at that time to those who heard it. It 
was a Teflection of his own in reference to his death 
and burial. His resurrection from the dead would 
be the miracle of miracles, and the grand evidence to 
all generations that he had been sent from God; yet 
even it would not convince those who had not the 
will to believe. Then he addressed his hearers in 
terms they could understand, and in a strain with 
which we have already. been made familiar.by pre- 
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ESUS is still in the cold shadow of misunder- _ 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


or house divided against itself 
shall not stand (vy. 25). Oriental life attaches 
supreme importance to authority and union 
within the family. A ees says, ‘‘ Better a thou- 
sand enemies outside the house than one inside.” 
The blasphemy against the Spirit shall not 
be forgiven (v. 31). _In the Ottoman Empire the 
gravest offense possible, which used to be punished 
with death without any alternative of fine, was to 
curse the name of Muhammad. This was not be- 
cause he was the great founder of an empire, but be- 
cause he was the messenger or mouthpiece of a 
divine revelation. The personal majesty and mis- 


‘sion of the Son of Man, as stated in the belief and 


exemplified in the conduct of his followers, might on 
some points be matters of controversy; but the Spirit 
of Holiness belonged to a different area of thought 
and feeling, The name stood for all that was recog- 
ni as d and lovely in the soul of every man. 
To wish the destruction of such a spirit could only 
arise in the heart of a man that had already, by 
many downward steps, reached the last stage of an- 
tagonism to good. ence wherever and as long as 
there is sorrow for sin in the heart, the Spirit of Holi- 
ness has neither been blasphemed in this irretrieva- 
ble sense, nor can be. 

Teacher, we would sce a sign SJrom thee (v. 38). 
Christ's life abounded in miracles wrought on behalf 
of suffering, and iu order to reveal the power of God to 
sincere‘ hearts. _ On the present occasion his critical 
patrons belong to neither of those classes, and his reply 
to them is his permanent answer to all who ask what 
Christ must be and do in order to win them, rather 
than what they must be and do in order to win him. 
Among Orientals the demand for such attesting ac- 
eompaniments.is largely due to the lack of initiative 
and self-reliance in their character. _ As their mental 
indolence; oftén posing ‘as féverence, makes them 
draw upon their popular proverbs as a store of ready- 
made wisdom, so a similar lethargy craves for exter- 
nal signs to take the place of spiritual reflection and 
moral decision. 





The Binding of Satan 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


|* STUDYING the missionary meaning of this 
lesson notice (1) The Conflict ; (2) the Contest- 
ants ; (3) the Critics ; (4) the Conquest. 

The rat has been waged from the beginning 
of the world and is world-wide to-day. The Christian 
religion stands for all that is highest and noblest and 
best ; the other religions of the world may contain 
much that is true, but their influence is against the 
best. , One has only to visit the cities and temples of 
the East to see the dishonesty, impurity, and cruelty 
that are linked with the practise of their religions. 
The conflict is on in Christian lands between good 
and evil forces and in non-Christian lands between 
true and false religions. 

The Contestanis.—Jesus Christ is the Captain of the 
forces that are binding Satan and his allies to-day as 
in the days of old. The missionaries are carrying on 
the work that the Master began: They are casting 
out the demons of strong drink and lust, dishonesty 
and idolatry. The two forces are contending for 


‘every man, woman, and child, every new invention, 


every land, and every organization. 

The Critics.—There are now, as then, those who 
find fault with the work of bindin ' 
found the greatest opponents of his work among the 
réligious leaders, it has been declared that the greatest 
hindrance to missions is in the church-members at 
home who take no interest in the binding of Satan. 
Heathen repent at the preaching of Christ while some 
in the churches find fault with the work. 

The Conguest.—The binding of Satan goes on in 
spite of criticism and opposition. Even the Moslem 
stronghold begins to tremble and the forces of Islam 
are called fot a conference in Cairo for next February 
to see how the'p ss_ of Christianity may be 
stopped. ‘A missionary in Borneo writes: ‘‘One 
can hardly imagine the progress in the last fifty 
years. Then all was darkest heathenism in Silin- 
dung. The village was always at war; captives 
were eaten by victors; there were heathen feasts 
and sorcerers everywhere. Now the people live at 
peace ; they work in the fields, attend school and 
church. Cruelty and superstition have been aban- 
doned. Surely the Kingdom of God has come among 
the Batak folk.” } 


Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Incurables.—One possessed with a demon...and 
he healed him (v.22). When the devil gets into a man 
there will never be an earth] mee a 17: 18, 21). 
The doctor can cut out a appendix, but the Devil 
dodges the knife. This is the one place where Faith 
cure always works! The late Samuel H. Hadley, of 
the Water Street Mission, New York, sat in my home 
until late into the night, telling me of man after man 
who had come to him from the jails: ‘* Perfect devils, 
Ridgway, ° said Hadley, *‘and He healed them!” 
Do you turn up rt nose in fine scorn at the repent- 
ant murderer as he swings into eternity? How differ- 
ent are you from him? Many a time all you needed 
was the gun—you had the devil all right! Heaven 
saves him and Heaven saves you. 


“ They Say.”"— When the Pharisees heard itt, the y 


said (v.24). Are youa Pharisee? ‘The sect is still a 
large one. Try doing helpful and unselfish things 
for others, an 


Strauss of New York 
‘*He is bidding 


{ then listen. 
nmi pure milk for poor babies. 
or political preferment,” Carnegie give millions for 
libraries. ‘‘He is lusting for Ramesian glory.” 
Rockefeller gives fortunes to colleges. “The old 
sinner’s conscience is after him.” anamaker gives 
his life im redeeming Philadelphia's slums. ‘ He is 
after customers for his store.” The evangelist is 
drawing crowds and changing lives. ‘He is out for 
the money that is in it.” iP n Bundy is trying to 
make his life count for the Master down in the mill. 
‘He is standing in toward Deacon Jones, the boss, 
for a raise.” And so on for a column full. Remem- 
ber this; when you get busy and big in good work, 
the Pharisees are sure to pay their devilish respects 
to you also. Beelzebubbers are always with us(Luke 
6: 26). 


The Masked Man.—//f Satan casteth out Satan, he 
is divided (vy. 26). And nobody believes he is di- 
vided. Hell has its hands full to fight heaven. It 
never fights itself. It is left to the First church 
down at Scrappinburg to fight itself. The followers 
of Satan all pull together—down. If a bad man dveth 

ood he is nolongerabad man, This is your warrant 
or saving Green with all his wickedness. A bad man 
doesn’t put his life at risk for others. There is some- 
thing in many men which makes them strive to ap- 
pear worse than they really are. I never could un- 

erstand it. I know a man of great ability who is at 
the head of one of the largest concerns in the land. 
You ought to see and hear him at times. Phew! 
Wo betide anything on the track! Yet that very 
man lives a life of self-sacrifice, and has a heart as 
tender as a woman's, and all who are next to him 
love him. I have been trying to get him into the 
Kingdom where he really belon Yes, some of 
you would call hima bad man. But he isn’t. And 
our country has thousands like him. Let's get them 
(Luke 9: 50). 


bie og ey a ad against the Spirit shall 
not rl (aide Sarr (v. 31). am writing this note at the 
annual convention of the Pennsylvania Y. M. C. A. 
at Pottsville, in the anthracite coal region. Here is 
a little old friend of mine, Tommy Lewis. He isa little 
crippled breaker-boy that Charles Hurlburt picked up 
one day and taught of Jesus. Tommy knows the 
New Testament . heart, and lives very close to 
Heaven. ‘‘ Tommy,” said I, **I am writing a lesson- 
note on the unpardonable sin. Give me a defini- 
tion." Tommy reflected a little while. ‘Mr. Ridg- 
way,” said he, ‘‘ put down this: ‘ Blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost can only be done by an unbeliever.’” 
You Christians that sometimes get off the track on 
this question note that, Then he added, *‘For a 
man, in the face of the clearest possible light, to de- 
liberately attribute the clear working of the Spirit of 
God to Satanic power, is blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost. The ent Finney once cursed the Holy 
Ghost, but he did it under conviction, and God for- 

ave him.” I have tried to find an illustration of 

ommy’s definition. I cannot. Perhaps there has 
been no such sin since these Pharisees. Thank God 
(Rom. to : 13). 


The Jonah —Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the whale (v. 40). The other 
day a life insurance agent stepped off a boat into 
New York City and wrote insurance upon the life of 
every man, woman, and child in the city, from Coney 
Island to Spuyten Devil. At his word the whole 
great ~~ turned to life insurance. Of course you - 
smile. Yet that is something like what happened in 
Nineveh with Jonah. Some folks get funny over 
Jonah in the whale. It is no great thing for a man 
to find shelter in a large fish. hat is only a thing 
of sizes. It is no uncommon thing to buy a big fish 
and to find inside a small fish in good runying order. 
But when we are told that Jonah walked’ into that 
big city, and it was a big one, as recent excavations 
confirm (Jonah 3 : 3-5), and the whole city repented, 
we are face to face with the truly wonderful thing. 
How do you account for it without confirming the 
** fish story”? Nobody but the fellow who doesn't 
know gets funny newadays over the Jonah story. 


COATESVILLE, Pa 
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The Mustration Round-Table 


7 LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 


Tr ‘Copenae puaitetoe verding tie eccapt- 
‘The t 

ance of material, and ee seav oath calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


A Real Healing.— And he healed him, in- 
somuch that the dumb man spake and saw 
(y. 22). A young woman lived under very 
discordant co: at home. She was dis- 
satisfied, and her.discontent was manifest in 


her face, her manner, and the tone of her and 


voice. Trifles irritated her, and, had & hpen 
_ possible, she would gladly have traveled to 
the end of the earth to get away from her dis- 
agreeable environment, Some time after, a 
friend met her and saw in her smiling face 
that a change had taken place. ‘* How are 
things at home?’’ he inquired. ‘*Just the 
« same,’’ was the reply, ‘dat J am di, re 
— ee art, D. D., Utica, N. Y. 
From The Christian Endeavor World, 


Better Than Advice.— With me (v. 30). 
The Christian Endeavor World tells of a boy 
who was painfully tugging at a wheelbarrow 
in vain attempts to pullit up a steep hill. A 
passing gentleman said, ‘* Wh n’t you 
pull it zigzag across the street?’’ The ad- 
vice was good enough, but the sweating bo 
didn’t appreciate it. ‘Give us a push,’ 
said he.— Wiliam J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
N.Y. The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


The *‘ Not With Me”’ Plea.— /e that is 
not with me (v. 30). Suppose the man who 
refuses to take his stand. with Christ were to 


put his argument into the form of prayer | 


something after: the following fashion : 
** Father in heaven, I have followed thy Son 
(to a certain extent); I have oheyed his com- 





fellowshi 
thy faith 
Amen, ie 

After the Lesson.—If I should ask all here 
who are opposed to Christ to rise, I suppose 
no one would, and no one would want to. 
But I draw this line on the board, and take 
words from Jesus’ own words to write on 
either. side of that line: 





WITH 
ME 


That is, those who are not on 744i side of 
the line with Jesus are necessarily on the 
other side, ageinst him. Yow kaow in your 
heart whether or not you are with him, in 
love and service and in surrender of your 
life to him. We are on one side or the 
other, Some of us try to be or the side of 
ey without coming t out squarely be- 

re others to let them know how we. stand. 
What would you think of the boy who would 
not tell what school he s to when his 
baseball nine is out on the field in a game 
with another school? If we want to count 
ourselves on Jesus’ side, let us go clear over 


| AGAINST 
ME 











| to him in all things, openly say we are his, 


mands (with certain exceptions) ; I have kept | 


company with his disciples (taking care not 
to be counted among them); I have done 
something to forward his kingdom on earth 
(declining to be naturalized as its citizen); 
in short, 1 have tried to do my duty to every- 
mae * except Jesus Christ, and I think I 
ought to be exeused for my 

him openly |’’ - What answer must we su 
pose would make to such a plea ?— 
Rev. Orin Edson Crooker, Cleveland, Ohio. 
From a leaflet. on church membership issued 
by Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, 

Guarding the Dead Shell.— Ye offspring 
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things ? for out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh (v. 34). I have read that 
a czarina’of Russia, while taking a pleasure 
ride, saw a beautiful wild rosebush in full 
bloom by thé roadside. She ordered a guard 
posted there to protect it, then forgot the 
incident. . Long after the flowers had with- 
ered and the bush died, the sentry remained 
on guard. Long after the freshness and even 
the. life of his religious experience had gone, 
the Pharisee retained the form and went on 
with his forms and ceremonies as before. 
These forms were as useless without a heart- 
experience as was the sentry after the rose- 
bush. had died.—Jfrs, Z. Flora Plummer, 
Takoma Park, D.C. 


They Demanded More.— 7 hen was 
brought unto him one... blind and dumd: 
and he healed him, ... Then certain of the 
scribes and Pharisees answered him, saving, 
Teacher, we would seea sign from thee (vs. 
22, 38). A lady from the Middle States was 
seeing the ocean for the first time. Her 

’ friends watched her, waiting for her first ex- 
clamation, She merely turned away : ‘Is 
that all! I thought it was bigger.’’ ‘These 
Pharisees were like her. They wanted more 
trom Jess, not seeing that the fault lay with 
themselves, their own littleness, their narrow 
horizon, their short vision.—Amy Kellogg, 
Hartford, Conn. 


Safe from “* Civilization.”"— 7ie men of 
Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn. it : 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah ; 
and behold, a greater than Jonah ts here (v. 
41). Dr. Whipple, long Bishop of Minne- 
sota, was about to hold religious service at 
an Indian village in one of the Western 
states, and before going to the place of meet- 
ing asked the chief who was his host 
whether it was safe for him to leave his 
effects in the lodge. ‘* Plenty safe,’’ grunted 
the red man. ‘*No white man in a hun- 
dred miles from here.’’—/auniata Rokrback, 
Washington, D; C. From The Expositor. 


failure to honor | 





by uniting with the church, by living as he 
would wish us to ‘live, by telling of him to 
others. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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4 
‘Lesson Hymns and. Psafms - 
**Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove.” 
* Holy Spirit, Lord of light."’ 
*O sole tismal sign." 
** Come, let us join our friends above." 
** Saviour, when in dust to thee." 
** O gift of gifts! O grace of faith |"* 
om day at thy creating -word."* 
**O heavenly Fount of light.” 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 38 : 6-9 (52 :6-9. 80 ; 6-9). 
Psalm 64 : t-5 (83 : 1-4. 126 > 1-5). 
Psalm at : 4-7 (25 : 4-7. 38 : 4-7). 
Psalm 45 : 3-8 (60: 3-8. 94 : 2-4). 
Psalm 24: 4-6 (31:4. 5. 49: 1+9) 


x 
Lesson Home-Readings 


epee under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Matt. 12 : 22-32, 38-42. ‘The manene for 
a 


T.—Matt. 16: 1-4. . The Demand Phat 
W.—John 2: 13-42... . . Asking for a Sign-of 

Authority. 
T.—John 6 : 22-35. . . Asking for a ‘Sign Like 
anna. 
F. =foma 20 : 19-31 . The Signs That Jesus Did. 
S.—Acts 2 ; 22-36 . Jesus Approvéd of God by 


Signs. 
S.—John io : 19-29 . Jesus’ Signs—His Father's 
Wo 
& 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


Fifty places are described with the lessons of 
the whole year ; the fifty ste hs of these 
places cost $8.34. and if ordered at one time a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. The thirteen ste aphs for the second 
quarter cost $2.17. The four stereographs for 
May cost 67 cents. Less than four stereo- 
gtaphs in one order are 20 cents each. . Stereo- 
scope, 85 cents. .Express or postage is prepaid. 
Order from ‘The Sunday School Times Co., 
103r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


N ADDITION to the usual interpretation 
of Jesus’ allusion to the Old Testament 


story of Jonah (Matt. 12 : 39-41) an- 


other interpretation suggests itself when we 
see the place from which Jonah sailed. Many 
of Jesus’ listeners had themselves been to 
poppe. and had seen where Joneh started on 
is voyage. ' 
Consult our*map, which shows parts of 
Judsea and Samaria, and. find Joppa (Jaffa .is 





rock stands up a little way out of the shallow 
water: it is not safe for any large steams 


to try to: it. that ugly blac 

reefis sautaee stretch of water ending against 
a hilly shore covered thickly with light-cel- 
ored, flat-roofed buildings. In two places 
towers stand out conspicuously from among 
the crowded houses; the slender one at the 
left is the minaret of a mosque, the other 


————— 








APRIL 30, 1910 
Side town freer which Jonah shea. “Of 
course the indiyidual buildings ‘have all 


ys thre 
facts : Jonah had been sent on a miission, not 
to children of Hebrew Abraham, but to Gen- 


tened, had opened their ‘hearts, and had 


| mended their lives, so as to be worthy. of 


m2 care. 

is town of Joppa on the seaside hill has 

been many times associated with that idea of 
ritual light reaching other people besides 

Hebrews, It was on a housetop here near 


| the ‘ that 
water’s edge th: Pec alti fo 


ere es 
10 ; 8-35) to. es’ extending 
the 1 message to the Gentiles of their 
day.’ From this very place many of the 
Christian preachers of the next hundred 
years or so sailed to carry the story of Jesus 
to men of European la’ that is to say, to 
~~ own ——- “ ‘ ; ‘ 

To see the ing waters and 
the black ak cal the eee of the old 
town of Joppa huddled close on the hill, use 
the stereograph entitled “‘ Jaffa, the Joppa of 
Bible ‘Times.”’ 





How to Teach the Lesson to Your Class 





For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Lesson TEACHING — Zvery child must 
choose whether to be a friend of Jesus. 


O YOU ever choose sides when you 
play? Tell me about some of the 
games. Both sides try to beat, don’t 

they? Because ~~ are games you play 
them just for fun. If Willard and Morton 
stood on opposite sides of the room, and 
each child had to choose whose side to 
be on, how many would know which to 
choose ? 

There are other times beside games when 

ople must choose which side to be on. 

ot long ago was election day, when your 
fathers and uncles, and perhaps your big 
brothers, had to choose whether to vote for 
the saloons to goorstay. Perhaps you heard 
them say how they voted. 
know which side lost, and which won, 

As you grow older, you will find more 
and more that you must choose sides, Last 
Sunday we tried to help our boys and girls to 
choose the temperance side. yn need 
grandpa gave her a dollar, and she to 
choose whether to spend it all on herself, or 
part of it for others; so we keep choosing 
all the time. 

Long, long ago, when Jesus lived on the 
earth, people began to choose whether to be 
on his side or not. He invited all to come, 
and we know twelve men who chose to be 
his followers and friends (write ** Friends’’). 
Let us name them : 


* Of all the twelve apostles, 
Our Saviour gives the names, 
John, Philip, Andrew, Peter, 
Bartholomew and James ; 
Lebbeeus, Thomas, Matthew, 
Judas [scariot, ? 
James, Simon, and when Judas fell, 
Matthias chos’n by lot. 


Under ** Friends ’’ in one corner of the 
board let us make twelve marks for these 
disciples. Perhaps you can think of others. 
(As you recall previous lessons add initials 
or lines for Jairus and his family, the leper, 

ohn Baptist, the lame man, etc., named 
by the children.) But not everybody 
chose to be Jesus’ friend. De you remem- 
ber those men who found fault with Jesus 
because his disciples picked and ate a little 
grain as they walked through the field one 
Sabbath day? (Write ‘‘ Faultfinders ’’ in 
the opposite corner.) What else did they 





find fault about? (Review the story of the 
withered hand.) It doesn’t tell how many 





men found fault, but we know they were 
called —? Pharisees, _ Suppose we make 
ten marks forthem. (Show the picture.) 

They kept on finding fault, so Jesus went 
away for a while and healed: many le, 
so'he made some new friends. (Add a few 
marks.) 

One day there was brought to him.to be 
healed a crazy man who was dumb and 
blind, After Jesus healed him he was quiet, 
and could speak and see. The crowds were 
astonished, and wondered whether Jesus 
could ‘be the King, the Son of David, who 
had been ego long before. 

Again the Pharisees found fault, and hated 
eg in their hearts, but his friends loved 

im for the kind things he had done. Jesus 
was so wonderful that he knew. what they all 
were thinking about, so he talked to the 
faultfinders, and ‘said, ‘‘ He that is not with 
me is against me.’’ He talked. about good 


I think the boys | ‘ees that bore good fruit, and the trees whose 


fruit was bad... (We are watching the trees 
this spring to see the fruit grow.) The 
Pharisees didn’t care to, hear Jesus talk about 
the fruit, They asked him to show them 
a sign of his power, Jesus knew it wouldn’t 
do any good, for they had seen him do such 
wonderful things already, but they would not 
be his friends. 

If ome had been there, which side would 


you have chosen? Sing: 
** I wish that his hands had been placed on my 
head, 


That his arms had been thrown around me.”’ 


Or, ‘ The best friend to have is Jesus ’’ (or 
substitute). 

Children, I have made a little book, and 
on the cover and at the top of each page I 
have written, *‘ Friends of Jesus.’’ If you 
are sute that you have chosen to be his 
friend, you may each write your name in my 
book. I know Jesus will be pleased, and so 
will I. You may stop a moment after Sun- 
day-school, or come early next Sunday, to 
write your name. When you go home I 
wish you would find a piece of paper, or a 
little. book, and write ‘‘ Friends of Jesus,’’ 
and underneath just a few words, something 
like these, ‘* Jesus is my friend,’ ‘‘I want 
to be a friend to Jesus.’’ See how many 
people you can-persuade to write their names 
in your book, and bring them next Sunday. 
We want to be friends always, don’t we? 
Jesus once said, ‘* Ye are my friends if ye do 
whatsoever I. command you.’’ Close by 
singing, ‘*.What a friend we have in Jesus,’’ 
or a substitute. 


Cuicaco, IL. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 15 (Matt. 12 : 22-32, 38-42) 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


#4 OROTHY, Re r ring gold?” 

D ** Yes,’’ she Bi *“* Has it the 
karat mark :~ a? §©6Prove it 
showing it to me.’’ She held it forth, but 

shut my eyes and refused to look. ‘I do 


“« not it is gold. It must be brass, for 


I gpd cod whatever,”’ i oat 
you open ~edigar my gir est 

but I ry Malt! nil gh Bayer en 
cer roa, wosid you thow them tom 
now?’ seneen ths Dethas taareds 
they announced. ‘Is y’s really 
not gold because I deny the ctatemsent? 
-The girls thus i tance two principles : 
denying a truth does not make it less true, 
and no amount of proof will convince one who 
deliberately closes his eyes to avoid seeing it. 


Jesus had ed a great miracle. In 
fact, it was three miracles in one. What 
was it? : This surely was “gpa e that 
Jesus was the Messiah, what did the |: 


common le say? Did all agree? Who 
did not? Wasn *t it strong enough proof? |) 
‘Then why were not the Pharisees leeceoul ? 
We..saw that they were deliberately closing 
their eyes and hearts. Had this spirit-been 
shown before ?, 

Here we: reviewed the. storm of jealousy 
and hate which had been growing. ‘The first 
distant muttering of the storm had been heard 
when they thought evil of Jesus because. he 
forgave the sins of the paralytic. The storm 
grew. more perceptible when: they. murmured 
because Jesus dined with the publicans,.and 
more so in the faultfinding with his conduct 
on the Sabbath. In to-day’s lesson it has so 
grown-that the Pharisees tell a deliberate lie 

-to counteract the effect of the miracle. What 


iis the lie? Maud and-Isabel each reviewed! 
the storm of hate under these headings: the-| son 


thought, the murmuring, the faultfinding, 
the lie. 
I explained briefly the claim of the Phari- 
~sees that Jesus’ power came from’ Satan. 
Did yow ever:see one of those triplicate mir, 
rors: which réflect!.all sidesiiof ‘thé .abjeot 3 
i Jeeus held up before pave ose Pharisees just Such 
a tuipliqate-mirrors df jargunrent and Jet them 
sage whata weak, -hollow,. miserable lie-thesrs | 
was. ioMiam 
« Verses 25 ando26 were reatl as) the first | 


»picture.: I Tilsetreted from a divided family, 


and showed that Satan would not cast Satan 
out of aman. Isn’t, that common,sense ? 
Verse 27 showed. us the argument: that if 
Jesus’ power was from Satan, then. their own 
followers were. under the same .control,. , If 
they were not guilty, why was he? 
In the third plate of. mirror-we saw the 


Postum for Mothers 


The Drjak, that pouristes and Se Supplies 
My husband has been unable to drinn 
coffee for several years, So we were yery 
glad to give Postum a trial, and when | 














bring out the delicious flavor, we have 
been highly pleased with it. 

‘‘Itis one of the finest things for j hurs- 
ing, mothers that I have ever seen. It 
keeps up the mother’s strength afid in- 
creases the supply.of nourishment for 


“the child if partaken of freely. I drank 


it between meals instead of water, and 
found it most beneficial. 

‘‘ Our five-year-old boy has been very 
delicate since birth, and has developed 
slowly. He was white and bloodless. 
‘I began to give him Postum freely, and | 

u would surprised at the chan 


hen any person remarks about t e| 


great improvement, we ‘never fail to tell 
them that we attribute his gain’ in 


strength and general health to the free | 
use of Postum, and this has led many | 


friends to use it for themselves and chil- 
dren. 
‘ I have always cautioned ‘friends to 


whom I have spoken about Postum to | 


follow directions in making it, for ‘unless 
it is boiled fifteen or twenty minutes it 
is quite tasteless. On the other hand, 
when properly made it is very delicious. 
I want to thank you for the benefits 
-we have derived from the use of your 
Postum.” 
Read ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” found 
kgs. ‘‘ Thére’s a Reason.” 
ver read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fulfof human 
interest. 


picture of the strong man being bound by a 
Til stronger one, and. noted that if Jesus 
+ nag ces cast out ueneap'on must be 


? 
Did Di thy B..:. 0 the be Poarbees? What “What did 


for now? Did Jewas grant ent them 
pr Har sign?) Why not? 

Here I produced a little bottle of tadige tee 
washing, which was Sated: wrapped to hide 
the contents, I Peet bs Auk gre 
a white ‘paper. ' saw at on 
pure water, | yf that more slbetaeose 
' Jesus already 
had enough evidence-of the impure hearts 
before him, and knew that no proof would 
ever convince them. Some, perhaps, may 
have half the but what divi- 
sion did Jesus make? It was a short division 
and there. was no remainder, What. are. 
these two divisions? We noted that we 
might call them ‘‘ Gatherers’’ and ‘‘ Scatter- 
ers.’’ The idea of no neutrality was shown 
- by sides of the paper, and a line drawn. 
Every one was on one side or the other. 

Must aff pit ut into one of th : 
two classes?’ class are you? In 

which clats-ate those who - “say, * rn decile 

ater’? Suppose Jesus says to you, ‘‘ Look, 
Agnes, Isabel, Marguerite, at the health and 
home.and friends you have. Did you know 
they came from me?. Isn’t this proof that I 
love you? Are — going to gather for me, 
or scatter:?’? 
make?) And we prayed that. a might 
make the right answer. . ©: 

The titles su 
were ‘The Coming Storm”? and: ‘‘ Christ’s 
Division.’’ ‘The girls will write: it under 


proved the lie, and the division. 
Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


‘Read -Matthew 14: 1-12 every day. 
| Why had John been imprisoned? For whom 
and-why was the banquet given. Read Mark 
6 : 14-28. 

Review. what you bave fearned of John,— 
birth, parents, character, ee question 
| to Jesmanti : s¥30% Cine ect 

Is it ever right to break a seammine 3 ? Was 
Jolin’s Wife a"Sucéess oF failvre? Why?’ Why 
was Herddids so'angty:at John? What makes 
|a real. hero? A real coward? Why did 
Herod think Jesus was = risen from the 
“dead? ; 

PHILADELPHIA... 

% 
My Class of Boys 

By Eugene C. Foster 


$6 SSESSED with a demon’’ was a 
natural stopping-place as we read 
verse 22—for what could that. mean 





~—— 





| very simple form for the boys. 
| Indeed, that first verse was.so full of good 


re He healed him ”’ ; it is the way of Christ’s 
gospel. The test of it all is its healing 

power. -It has healed sin-sick men, and 
give sin-sick nations a new life. I cited 
some Cases to prove this, and I am only so 
that I missed Mr. Pierson’s last paragrap 
in my preparation. 

I turned the question upon the boys, 
** Can you suggest any demons that seem to 
possess men to-day?’’ ‘They thought that a 
| drunken man was a good deal like a man 
who was sessed with a demon. . And I 
told them that I had met boys who seemed 
to be ** possessed ’’ of the demon of impur- 
ity, for they could scarcely speak -in a erowd 
| with othér boys’ but. that impurity came out 
in their speech. But Jesus is able to cast 
out that fofm:of demon as well as the other 
kind, I tried to show how the indwelling of 
Christ left-no room, for the indwelling of evil. 

The ‘*Son of David’? and. ‘‘ Pharisees ”’ 
came in for brief questions, for I find that 
boys need to be reminded frequently of what 
they have already learned about phrases not 
usual to-day. 





to. show how useless it was to assume that 
one. could delay a decision as to Christ’s 
claim upon the life. Not to decide for is to 
decide against. My story was of a young 
man who, nearly five years ago, was present 
in a special service in a Philadelphia church ; 

how Tose to him and asked him to ac- 
knowledge Christ; how he refused, and 
literally ran from the church door—but not 





hat answes.{would you: 





ted for oar written work | 


Fog next week the girls will write this les- i 





to a boy? Dr. Riddle’s second paragraph | 
ishelped me, but-I put the explanation into | 


we understood ‘that long boiling. would | things that it was difficult to pass it by briefly. | 


At the thirtieth verse I used an illustration. 
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not therefore anxious for the 
he the morrow will be anxious 
pe SD pra unto the day is the 


HE AME “RICAN sme ein 


is the same old Bible that we have always used, but i: gives the exact meaning of the 
inspired writers in the language of to-day instead of that used three hundred years ago, 


ee Sz 
Be sure and ask your Bookseligr for the American Standard, or write for free booklet to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 37 A East 18th Street, New York 
85c. 20 $20 Publishers for the American Revision Committee— Bible Publishers for over Fitty Years 


eZ STANDARD BIBLE 








A Tree of Hints for World’s Sunday. 
| School rae May 22, 1910 


I tise. the 


three headings: the storm, the mirror which |, te 


‘Special Order of Service 


Be sure to join the wor)d-encircling thousands of Sunday-schools that will use’ © 
the World’s Sunday School Executive Committee’s Special Order of Service for’ 
May 22, while the World’s Sunday School Convention is meeting in Washington. * 
It is ‘translated: into about two .hundred languages. It is for every school every- 
where, and contains the words of hymns, Scripture readings, responsive readings, 
and gives information about the world’s Sunday-schdol' work. — It allows ample: 
time for the usual lesson-period, Price, 50 cents a hundred, postage included, 


“Make: World’s Sundae: te 
School Day an Every- 
body Present Sunday 


‘You can stir the whole school to an interest in this idea, by mailing to every 
member the beautiful three-color post-card, ‘‘ The Twentieth Century Sunday 
School Crusaders,’*—a group of children of many nations clad in their national 
costumes and bearing flags and banners. ‘There is room on the reverse of the card 
to print. your ‘* Everybody Present Call.’’ The group is to be reproduced on the 
platform during the convention. Price of the post-card, 2 cents each, 20 cents a 
dozen, $1.50 a hundred. 








Secure Large Copies of 
“The Twentieth Century 


| Sunday School 


Crusaders” 


for framing (abou 17x24 inches), to hang in the class room, the school, and the 
home. It is distinctively a picture with a message. The bright faces’ of the 
children, the fluttering flags, the world-map in the background, the many-colored 
costumes, the hopeful, buoyant atmosphere of the whole vigorous, youthful group 
stirs the spirit of missionary conquest even in the dullest soul, 

No one can measure the influence of such a picture in its appeal from the 
children of thany Jands to the children and grown folks in your Sanday-school. 
The picture is repfoduced on heavy enameled paper, and is mailed, securely 
packed in a strong tube, at 50 cents a copy. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT: STREET os - + - PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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of a nervous breakdown there is re- 4 ¢ 
On the jief in 2 stendying, wholesome addi. Horstord’s 
Ragged tion of the needed phosphates. Hors- Acid 


ford’s Acid Phosphate conveys to 
the system the needed vitalizing and 
Edge strength-giving phosphates. P hosphate 
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Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Seat werk, mm Oe preres uest that he 

its contents in brief, but do not pene Wests.’ 

poe as. a Bag vr sags a second, 
article, and make 


3- 
beheaded ? fash conto fst 


= Dee ee, 














Sold by ail neefastiere. A full descriptive 


on request. 
oupene euummnarex Penns 
NS aed 


CHILDREN'S DAY ‘music 


NEW SERVIC 


The Feast of. flowers. by Ll. “4 , ieee with 
complete orchestration 

Hall! tal Day, by various composers. Orches- 
trated. 


IEW SHORT CANTATA SERVICE 


TBs ae lth, Sandy. Se! Hey 

















Just, whet you are feaki for. Bright, snappy,.sivg. | 


résh libretto, 


per post 
Samples of the four Services and above Cantata’sent 
on receipt of 10 apenas 


And lar ca 
. Mornin Soe Lite, ‘by Lizzie DeArmond and j. 
eturnable copy on request. 


TULLAR- MEREDITH co. 
150 Fifth Ave., New York. 57 Washington St., Chicago, lil. 


CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


Samples of the 
IN WOODLAND Ways 
HE 


Re. 


. Lerman. 








three for 10 

b SUMMER) cents in stamps. 
These are ak and brighter than ever. - Especial 

attention has been id to words. Do not decide 

until you have seen these. 


HA L L-M A C K C0. Entlodelgnie’ Pe oe -20 ay + 


J Chicago, tl.,’ 214-216 State St. 


HOURS OF GLADNESS Samples of both for 

GRRLAND OF BEA }F 6 cents in stamps. 
Notice : Send 15 cents to either address and secure 

alls cf age ices in this advertisement. Be sure to 


Kiam aed Malet, Sra" St 











Children’s . ‘Sunday Schoo 
of sample byt Fa -dany wes roma ‘some 


of our ita, sampl ges 

Rae yf our 
Book, n * and our catalogue (mu- 
sically illustrated) o' sacred music for Children’ +s Day 

and general use, sent when 5 cents accompanies the 

request and The The Suny Schdol Times is yng 
S Oo} 

recitation at pa ML chielly for primer? and tater 

yoy scholars, 15 cents. 


50 Sth Ave., New York LORENZ PUB. CO. Daytoa, 0. 


Prices Scents per copy ; $5 cents per dozen; $4. 35: 


The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sasiders, D.D. 
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CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


HE hostile attitude of the Pharisees made 
it difficult for Jesus to continue his 
work to any advantage in their vicin- 

ity, so he withdrew to Capernaum, whither a 
multitude followed him: » Verses 15 and 16 
-are an..abridgment of .Mark re 3: 7-12, which 
describes an extensive ng . ministry, 
xa receded the choice "St the Twelve. 
“os leaves out one important detail 
which’ is furnished by Mark 3: 11,” It was 
the unclean spirits who were forbidden to 
give testimony to-Jésus. Why was Jesus un- 
-willing-that his réal-self should be thus made 


| known? From-Mark 2: “11 wé-infer that he 
FO 


objected to testimony 
Our Gospel draws a dramatic.contrast be- 
tween the Christ against whom the Pharisees 
were plotting and the real Jesus by quoting 
an old prophetic portrait (Isaiah 42 : 1-6) of 
the Messiah and ‘identifyi ring it with Jesus. 
What are the details of this portrait’? Each 
phrase furnishes one. It sketches’ a God- 
approved, unobttusive, helpful ~ ministry, 
which would bring. home .a sense of :sinful- 
ness and the hope of salvation. so the F ole 
world... This portrait was sketched atleast’ 
four hundred, years before the days of Christ. 
What details would a contemporary of his 
have added in order to make it actually and 
fairly describe the work’ of Jesus? What 
characteristics of the work of Jesus are Sug- 
gested to us by the prophetic words? Verse 
19 suggests his quiet way of-working, verse 
20 his.-encouraging way--with men, .never 
quenching the faintest Sane of good in a 
human soul, verse 18 the searching character 
of his ministry, and verse 21 its breadth. 
Get the class to discover these suggestions, 
It was but one more noteworthy instance 
of his power that set the multitudes to won- 
| dering whether his deeds did ‘not surely 
| prove that he was the Messiah; » Goaded to 
madness by the impression Jesus: made and 
by the astounding.evidences of his power, 
the Pharisees explained. them _ by diabolical 
agency. This charge of the Pharisees is well 
attested, Each of the four Gospels refers 
to it. Compare John 7 : 20; 8: 48, 52. 
_ Jesus disposed of'it readily and finally. It 
would have had no other interest to the biog- 
rapher of Jesus than as a telling illustration 
of the malignity of some of the Pharisees in 
their relations with him, if it had not been 
an equally forceful indication that something 
of very great importance had happened which 
could not-be ignored. If the Pharisees could 
have denied that Jesus had any power over 


m ‘such aisource. 











SERVIGES 


SAY TL ANGE 
Positively the best published. See them be- 
fore making a selection. Send §c. for the two. 


JOHN J. HOOD Co. 
1024 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


HALLOWED reweniec 


NEW and OLD 


By |. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY 
OVER 1,000 CHURCHES USING IT 
256 Pages, 100 New Songs, Responsive Readings 
$25 per 106, not prepaid. 35 ceats per copy by mail 
Returnable samples mailed to “ earnest inguirers.” 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 














in ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser. by stating that you 


- . aaw-theadvertisement in The Sunday School Temes. 


s, they would have done so. Their 
charge is a strong, though unintentional, bit 
of evidence of the reality of Jesus’ miracles. 

» Knowing their real thoughts (v. 25), how 


~ did Jesus deal with the charge? The argu- 


2 ©. Harts Sow da) 


ment of.the reply which Jesus.made to the 
Pharisees is clear. Bring it out by stages 
with the class. Verses 25, 26, show the ab- 
surdity of the charge. ‘* No Satan will ever 
exert his power in order to destroy his power.’’ 
Verse 27 shows its dishonesty. ‘‘To whose 
influence do you ascribe the work of.-the ex- 
orcists whom you approve?’’. Verse 28 was 
a challenge. ‘* You must mei this-as a 
work of God or of Satan... Which is it?” 
Verse 29 seems to be an allusion to a current 
proverb, hinted at in Isaiah 49 : 24, 25. 
*¢ Only one who is still stronger can deal with 
a strong man as I am dealing with Satan.”’ 
Is the declaration abcut neutrality (v. 30) 
too strong? Before the ministry-of Jesus had 
finished, he had to draw the clearest lines of 
demarcation betw een himself and the Phari- 
sees. Must every: one, tovday, be classed 
either as the disciple of Jesus or his enemy ? 





The Jesus of Prophecy and the Jesus of Pharisaic Slander (Matt. 12 : 15-50). 


‘Holy Spirit, to recognize it, and-to. know it 
r so Jesus |: 
-read -their. th 


‘however, was a flat refusal of their request. 





. Having completely demolished the case of 
the Pha esus administered to them a 
severe but well-merited condemnation. They 
had charged him with Satanic-friendship } he 
déclared that they were guilty-of ynpardon- 
able sin. What did-he regard as bein 
worthy of such Redo sy condemnation 
‘* Blasphemy against the Spirit’’ has been 
variously interpreted. Horton thus de- 
scribes it: ‘*To see the working of the 
to be God, as the Pharisees did (fo 

ts), and then .to say-that 
this was the work of Satan.’’ us 

Verses 33-37.discuss character.as revealed. 
by conduct and speech. ‘Every. man’s 
heart is a storehouse and his words show 
what he keeps there.”’ 

These same Pharisees or,’ according to 
Luke -11°:"16, another group of them: ask 
— to. be: miraculously convinced of: his 

essiahship... Was the request reasonable 
or impudent, in view of the fact that they 
had all been witnesses of the healing minis- 
try? The phrase by which Jesus escent 








his questioners in verse 39 rather impl leo thal ; 


he. regarded their question as mo¢ 
h ritical, 

ere it not for: verse 40, the answer 
Jesus: would be perfectly clear; as‘ given in # 
verses 39, 41, 42. **You shall have. no | 
other sign than that which sufficed for the 
Ninevites, namely, the preaching of repent- 
ance ; or for the Queen of Sheba, namely, a 
teaching of acknowledged worth.’’ Jesus 
would then have said to his questioners, 
** You are getting already all that you need to 
convince you that my mission is from God.” 

Verse 40 gives an entirely different mean- 
ing to the reference. Many scholars, com- 
paring the same passage in Luke 11 : 29-32, 
regard verse 40 as. an interpolation. But, 
textually, it stands all tests, and must. be. re- 
garded as’ apart of the original text of the 
Gospel of Matthew. 

If verse 40 was a part of our Lord’s actual 
answer, then he repli¢d—enigmatically, since 
no one could haye understood what he meant 
by it—that the only sign given would be the 
sign of his. resurrection, . His real answer, 


The parable of verses.43-45 should be read 
with verse 30, aS in Luke:11 : 24-26; ** Jesus 
uses a Pharisaic illustration for.their refuta- 
tion, It shows that the only way of driving 
out evil is to establish the-good,. The Jews 
abhorred idolatry, but substituted a Rabbinic 
idolatry of the letter, far'tiore deadly. 

The last episode in this chapter (vs, 46-50) 
indicates still another class of people with 
whom Jesus had to deal,—his own oyer- 
anxious. relatives. According to Mark 3: 21 
they thought him beside. himself. They 
wished to’ take him home. It led to his 
splendid definition of spiritual-kinsmanship. 


Books THAT May BeE USED. 


Plummer’s ‘‘ Exegetical Commentary on 
Matthew ”’ (175-187), Bruce’s ‘* Expositor’s 
Greek Testament,’’ Volume I, i” /oco, and 
Horton’s * Devotional Commentary on Mat- 
thew ’’ (109-118) each handle this difficult 
chapter with individuality and helpfulness, 
particularly the last-mentioned. The chap- 
ter in Miller’s ‘‘ Devotional Hours with 
Matthew”’ entitled ‘‘Growing Hatred to 
Jesus,’ 129-136, is very suggestive. Ben- 
nett’s remarks on pages 48-53 of ** The Life 
of Christ According to Mark ’’ are pertinent 
and fresh. On the unpardonable: sin see 


Denney’s *‘ Jesus and the Gospel,’’ 283-284.- 
On verse 40 as a gloss see Garvie’s ‘* Studies 







| Eugene. 





in the Inner Life of Jesus,’’ 


pages 283, 223. 
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Dat_y Home Work ON THE Next LEsson. 
Lesson fee Marans Matthew 14: 1-12. 
ors Py Matthew 14 + 1-12, Wh 

did H identify the Jesus he heard abou t 

with the John whom he had known? - 
Tuesday.—Read Mark 6: 14-29 as a 


Hered’ relations with Jobn the Beptst. 


Ww ~—Read John 1: 1-8, 15-18 
as decla: mission of John the Baptist 
and its ficance., ~ 

—Read John 1 : 19-29, 35-37,- 
which deseribes -his ve, ‘clear, unse 


testimony to.the Christ. go was a hero. 
Friday.—Read Matthew 21 : 23- a es.ex- 

hibiting the popular estimate: of He 

was Sinead reverenced by. the people ‘far and 


Setecdey. —Read again Matthew 11: 7 
19 for the opinion of Je ag regarding John i in 
his greatness and in his limitations, | 

Sunday.—Read Matthew 14: 1-12. Was 
the death of John a disaster ora blessing to 
the growing Kingdom ? - 

WASHBURN: COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 
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What Nugene Found Out 
“By Hild Richmond 


E WANT tego with Nugene,’’ cobxed 
little Joe, putting ‘his fat -hand in 
Eugene’s brown fist. ‘*Mé like 

Nugene.”’ 
«Mama, I can’t be bothered with‘ Joe,’’ 


‘said’ Eugene with a frown on’ his sunburned 
“facé. ‘* None of the’ rest of the’ boys take 


their little brothers, and he’s such atrouble.’ 
*s- Well; dear, I don’t want you to take your 


‘Jittle: ‘brother: if you -féel that way about it,’’ 


‘Mrs. Knox gently. ‘If you think he 

‘a bother I*wouldn’t allow him to’ go,’ 

Ey felt rather ashamed, bute oniy 
mbt d out-something about not g to 

é his vacation to take care of a baby.? He 
did feel,rather guilty as the. pony. cart drove 
off, and little Joe stood watching-them with 
‘tears streaming down his cheeks -as*long as 
he could see them, but presently he forgot 
all abowit Joe in the delights of fishing'in the 
little ‘pond, in charge of Mr. Taylor, who had 
asked the boys to_spend the afternoon* with 
him. They had a good picnic supper and 
éach: boy had a stririg of fine fish to take-home, 
so the happy“hours passed all too- swiftly for 
them. 

But the very nextiday-cousin’ Hugh came 
to.visit them, and Eugene thought him the 
most wonderful person he had ever known. 
Hugh was a college student, but he had not 
forgotten how, to play marbles and make kites 
.and help with all sorts of games, and Eugene 
wished he would stay with them always. ‘I'he 
young people of the village knew him very 
‘well and that afternoon arranged a little pic- 
nic in his honor. 

**Get your hat and your old shoes, sonny !”’ 
called cousin Hugh just before the , big hack 
drove to the gate. _ ‘* Of course you’re going ! 
Why not??? 

‘*J—I thought you didn’t want to bother 
with. a little chap like me,’’ stammered 


‘¢ You're not a little chap! You’re a big 
boy, Eugene. Is Joe ready, Auntie ?’’ 

Eugene opened his mouth to say, ‘‘ Let’s 
not take Joe! He’s.such a baby,’’ but he 
closed it again quickly, AJl.at once he saw 
just how. poor little Joe felt to be left at home 
always. If Eugene had had a big brother he 
might have made the discovery long before, 
but that day he found out how it feels to ex- 
pect to ‘stay at home when a fine picnic is go- 
ing on if the woods, with well-filled lunch-® 
baskets and plenty of fun. 

‘*Is Joey going too?’’ was what he really 
said. **Good for you,.Joe! Mama, you 
don’t need to worry one bit about him. 1’! 
take g care of him.’’ 

When they reached home that evening Mrs. 
Knox lifted a very sleepy little boy from the 
seat where Eugene had his arm about him. 
‘*«Did he keep you from having a good time, 
dear ?”’ she asked. 

«Not a bit, mama., He was just .the 
nicest little boy you ever saw.’’ 

‘“Nugene tooked care of me,”’ said the 
sleepy baby. ‘‘ Me like ‘Nugene = 
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hs an drinsea off with dear woter. 


75 cts. 


This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when'she 

Would take a pair of specs or two, | 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there. haye béen homes, 
considered the 


scrubbing has been 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


surface, fom eae pein from the Ets ichepfiocr to to the 


meg ng woes by in the parir. can 
Ary with a brush or a 
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When Visiting MT. VERNON 





be sure to lunch and pay: your souvenirs at the cottage 
near the entrance. J, N. GIBBS; Mt. Vernon, Va 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadeipbia as 
second-class matter. * 


Subscription Rates 


Fhe Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for eitherold or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 
Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 

One -copy, or any number of 
5 i -00 copies “td than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

‘To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ivety, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies peid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The pandey Seeaee Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five om more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Betta. Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E.C.,will receive yearly or 
half-yearly subscriptions a at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














‘Workers’ Questions | 
tue Answered 





FLuyt, M ICH. —Do you thi cy the new 
teri be anaes the. pupils 


of the enti: 
house ? Aan have small classes, but ae we ay here | 
the review of the lesson all toge With the 


graded ‘lessons we would aot curd the same 
stopic, and I am afraid: -_ review would not be 
@ success: , 

The decision will Rea to be made as to 
the relative value of the review to the entire 


‘} school, or the teaching in the classes of the 


lessons designed:to meet the needs of the 
pupils. ‘There would seem to’ bebut one 
answer, if the school stands for real ‘teaching. 

As ‘your -school ‘is. ‘already: divided” into 


“small classes, you’ edn’ as: easily teach: the 


ed lestons:as:‘any other; and are: in. a, 
-pasition 2 introduce the: othée obithe. 
several courses as issued. But the:nvatter of 


'| the closing service-ef the: schoo] must depend 


for its interest on: something. beside the re- 
view of any lesson which has been- yaya | 
A closing of a worshipfal character, as a sub- 
stitute for a review of the lesson from the 
desk, has been found effective, even when 
graded lessons were not used, and this should 
be a simple matter now in. any school using 
graded courses. 

The ‘progressive teacher would always 
rather do her;own teaching, and prefers that 
no review of the lessons should be given from 
the desk, while the pupils would at any time 


ing if that is more appropriate to the thought 
of the day. 





HARTFORD, CONN.—We are delighted that 
in the new oer Course there is an oppor- 
tunity to retell some of the stories instead of 
having a different one each Sunday. We find 
also that the children so enjoy the story 
that we are wondering if we can with safety 
omit a story amneedie and yet not regret it 
at the end of the year. This would give us a 
chance to do more of the retelling, and Neo us 
it would_seem to be an advantage.—J. B. Ky 

We are delighted that this feature of the 
Beginners Course appeals to you, There 
would have been still more opportunity for 
this retelling of stories or a repetition of the 
same stories at different places in the course, 
if it had not been that the graded courses are 
intended to meet the conditions all over the 
country and with both trained and untrained 
teachers. An untrained teacher will at first 
find it easier to give a new story each Sunday ; 
and, on the other hand, the experienced 
teacher knows at the start that the children 
love to have ge same story told and retold, 
and told in exactly the same way. 

Do not, therefore, hésitate to drop out a 
story occasionally if this will serve your pur- 
pose, but it will be well to look ahead and 
omit an entiré theme, or less important 


satisfied at the end of the year. - 
tirely, as this theme occurs about Children’s 


to make a break in that month, these lessons | 
can be omitted easily and without a break in 





with the lessons of the entire year. 


| oopeemh er-Me ti ng 












The Young People’s 





By Robert E, Speer 


"Sunday, May 15, igto. 

Christ's “verilies.” (John 6 : 26, 
: 32, 47, 53-) 
Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—His “ verily” sure (2 Cor. 1: 19 
22 

TUES.—A “ verily’ (Mark 
Wann tammrecasion Mvetiy”® 39) 
THUR.—A vied “verily ** (John 13 : 12- 


17 
FRi.—A warning ‘‘ verily "’ qi n 13: yet 
SaT.—A = “verily"’ (John 16: 

24 

















_ Quote other “‘ verilies." 

Why are God's promises sure? 

h pare truths have we learned are‘ verily"’ 
80? 


N THE Gospels the phrase ‘* Verily I say 
| unto you”’ is used only by Christ. In- 
deed, he alone uses the word * verily.”’ 
In the first three Gospels he never re a 
the word as he does again and again in 
The Greek word translated “ verily’’ on 
word \men. It is the solemn affirmation of 
mh Y him who ‘is the Truth and who is 
| by this very word in Revelation 
anes ese things saith the Amen; the 
sie dnd true witness, the beginning of 
the creation of God.’’ And this is the name 
of God in Iseiah 65 : 16—‘*the God of 
truth,’ where the Hebrew word for truth is 
also Amen. When the truth says, ‘‘traly, 
truly I say unto ‘you,”’ our hearts know that 
the word is & great. word for those who have 
the truth.” 
‘The double ** verily ’’ occurs twenty-five 
times in the Gospel of John. Find them. 
Every one of thes¢ words has been proved 
pe by the’ experience’ of Chris neh disciples 
NeoPa Lert feferréd to them or in the’ 
hrist where they referred to him, 
i some of thei dre great words,” “‘ Verily, 
verily, ‘I’say unto you,: Fe that’ believeth on 
me, the’ works that I do shall he do also ‘and 
reater works than these shall'he do because 
go unto the Father.” Do we believe that ? 
It waseven so: Wider spiritual effects have 
followed ‘the preaching: of Christ’s disciples 
than followed his own preaching during his 
earthly minis He-was not speaking of 
miracles, but of spiritual results. And he 
was not eclipsed by such greater results. 
He was glorified by them. For “these 





greater works are also works of Christ, being 


prefer a missionary story (if it is thrilling), an done by those who believe on him.’” We 
extra time for singing, or the devotional clos- | May Claim’ our share in such a solemn assur- 


| ance. 
| And how wonderful is the * verily ’’? word 
| about prayer: ‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto 
u, If ye shall ask anything of the Father, 
oe will give it you in my name.’’ We ask 
in Christ’s name. John 16: 24—‘*‘ Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be made 
full.’? John 15 : 16—‘* Ye did not choose 
me, but I chose you, and appointed you, 
that ye should go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit should abide ; that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he ma 
give it you.’’ The answer is given ‘in his 
name.’’ The name of Christ is a wonderful 
lea. We ask in it. We receive in it. 
he name of Christ is Christ. We ask in 
the name and receive in the name, when we 
are in the name, that is, when we are in 
Christ. If we are out of him, we are out of 
his name and cannot either ask in it or receive 
init. The greatest misfortune that can befall 
a soul is to be out of Christ. To be in him 
is to be where we can ask and receive of 


Let us*memorize all the ‘ Verily, verily” 
words of Christ. Wherever they occur they 
open some great new thought whose height 
and depth are far beyond us, and in which 





stories, otherwise you may not be so well | 


Personally, I should omit’ Theme IX en- | 


‘ 


all can live; There is infinite room for souls 
in these spaces. 

And yet there is the comfort and peace of 
companionship, We are not awed by the 


| immense reaches of truth so much as we are 
Day ; or rather, as Children’s Day will be apt | 


calmed and rested by the certainty and 
friendliness of it. ‘‘ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep.’’ We 


the teachings of the year, as thanks and praise | are not afraid of any distances into which we 
as well as‘ prayer dre so intimately associated | p ss° through the doorway of our dear 


Saviour-Shépherd. 


. 227 


Half the money 
spent for chim- 
neys would be 
saved if every- 
body bought 
Macheth “Pearl 
Glass” lamp- 

Because Mac- 
beth lamp-chim- 
neys never break 
| from heat—they 

will melt first. 

Then they’re handsome—clear 
—crystalline—and give a lamp a 
well-bred look, 

Unless my name is on a lamp- 
chimney it is not a Macbeth. 





Reg. U. 8. Pat. OF 


I have a book which tells which chimney to get 
for any burner made, 


— MAcBETH, Pittsburgh. 


Let us help 
raise money for 
an Estey Organ 


It is free, Address 


















MANY A SUNDAY SCHOOL 


would have an Estey Organ 
Abit knew show to, saise. the , , 
money.’ Many’a schoo! is 
' waiting t6 get really fine ‘in- 
strument -until it werd money. 
enough on hand: An: 4 
Organ will make agree aint, 
ence in the attractiveness 
your sessions. You need wiles 


Write for the 
ESTEY PLAN 


to the Estey Organ Company 
BRATTLEBORO, VT. 








Church Organs 














Main Ocean Works #38. Fd.8 $e 
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_. A New Railway to the Pacific | 
for our fast-increasing Population—Thriving new Cities springing. up.in’ this 
vast Empire, along. :the new Railway—A new Plan of Investment by’ which 


t—Millions of New Homes. and Farms 


one choice Lot in each of Ten young Cities can’ be secured for but $50 down— 


The Rich, New Northwest 


The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
way Co., owning and operating nearly 9,000 
miles of railroad, has recently extended its 
line to the Northwest Pacific Coast. Its 
eastern terminus is-Chicago ; its western ter- 
minals are now Seattle and Tacoma, The 
new extension is 1399 miles long. It joins 
the old line of the , Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway_at Mobri re, S. D.,. on the 
Missouri River. Freight trains and local 

assenger trains are already in operation. 
Bn July 1st, of this year, fast passenger train 
service will be given. 

The new line is the shortest, most direct 
route between the Great Lakes. and Pacific 
tidéwater.” The freight haul from Chicago 
to Seattle has been lessened by more than 48 
hours... The new passenger trains will clip 
13 hours from former schedules. 

Yet—the most significant feature of this 
railway project, costing $100,000;000, is the 
opening of & Vast, new Empite. 

ie ~aite horiés"for our multiplying 
vi Pal fertile’ farms ‘for our sons of the 
so rvelous advatitages for any Ameti- 
can’ chtiten, ' 

In undeveloped resources, (is. serindy- 
opened section is the rithest WH the world, 

Farm Jands along the new railway rival in 
peontenrt the soils of the fanied Missis- 


_ sippi Vall 


ey 

Last. Fall the United States Government 
opened tip thrée million acres along the new 
railroad, dil~of which. have been taken. up 
by thrifty, American farmers, There, were 
twenty applicants for each farm. 

The largest bodies of white pine timber in 
thé world, lie tributaty to the néw railroad; 
which pierces the heart of the Northwest 
lumber region. 

Gold; silver, copper, lead, and coal abound 
througheut Idado and Montana, The mineral 
wealth of thé new district far exceeds that 
of Pennsylvania. 

A flood, of immigration surged upon and 
overflowed “the ew" country “as fast as” the 
railway line was built. Countless thousands 
haye already ‘entered it’ and established 
homes. Yet the railway is but just com- 
sleted.. Immigration continues to increase 

rom month to month. 
None but those who have séen this rich, 
ew région can fully appreciate the magni- 


tude of its resources, or the rapid industrial 
development that is now taking place, — 


Ten Industrial Centers 


Clad in‘ overalls and jumper, riding con- 
struction trains, the president of this com- 
pany was. the first passenger over the line 
to the Pacific Coast. That was in May, 
1909. He had spent two months on the 
way, investigating towns and industziel con- 
ditions. 

There are 229 towns vn the 
which we selected the ten 
and progressive —six are 
points and four are county seats.» 

Before investing a dollar in ohe of these 






; i ng 
Aivision 


’ towns we knew’ their possibilities ; were con- 


vinced that their progress would be certain 
and fast. For each’ is a point of industry, 
each has unusual advantages making it a city. 
The surest index of @rawth is the number 
of banks, and theig nurces; the grain 
elevators, lumber ‘‘saw mills, mines, 
branch railways,’ § ms. ‘the : 
receipts, surroungig 


















These we consideps 

of city building. - ee 

\* The: towns are: rough “unpolished, — 

all cities:in r iT Citizens 





are making, money; they "baie? roe a 
the: stagé of ak ‘it efor’ artistic 

ance,» Yeét! the. towns have ‘municipal i 
provements equal to Eastern’ cities snes 


* times their size, and their volume of monthly 


business. is astounding. 


Choice Lots Secured 


We bought our properties on a wholesale 
cash-price basis.’ Our own engineers sur- 
veyed; platted, and laid out these building 
lots.- The price we ask for thém is lower 
than the appraisal of adjoining lots, 

Property on Main street in one of these 
towns, inthe vicinity of. lots we ‘are selling, 
has within the past-30 days sold for $100 a 
front foot, ALL of our lots are well located. 


The New Plan 


By the new plan eac’ investor. secures one 
building lot in each of the ten towns. 

Moreover, the investot may buy these lots 
now and investigate later. Go out and see 


ined Stamiiy, s.. broends nt 









the towns on your summer vacation, or in- 
vestigate in any other manner. 

For, in case of dissatisfaction, all payments 
will be refunded ‘and a release given, pro- 
vided we are fiotified within six months of 
the date of first payment. This condition is 
incorporated in the contract. 
of the Plan insures your life 


r die durir the 
janes ng will 


properties © 
nek te as a mis has been fs 
four ten-town investment Plan, when 
one of Hhese industrial centers again doubles 
in ae investor’s property in that 
town alone ld be worth: more than the 
total cost of his ten building Tots. 


Six of thé ten choséti towtis have doubled 
in. population in the past twelve. months. 






Ait. of them have grown astonishingly. 


Some will certainly become large cities. 


oe your lot in the town that grows fast- 
the residining: 
















i : the stt i 
ene ees deo dono we 


Buildina € 


* 


Pw Catt 








foe 


Ten bui lots—one in towed 
may be securéd for $56 down. * A’ Soon as 


the first payment Has beén miade you may 
sell or transfert, if you choose, any number 
of your lots. 

Our agents in each town—a ‘National or 
State Bank, with ‘but: one ‘exception—will 
care for your property as willingly and as 
“i ably as they handle our-business. 

he balance is payable in’ monthly instal- 
ments of $25. © The total cost of the ten lots 
is but $1,000, averaging $100 each: There 
are no taxes or interests to pay, no notes to 
sign, no building restrictions. 

When payménts have all: been made a 
Warranty Deed_and Abstract of Title’ for 
each building lot will be given you. 

Each. allotment of ten building lots -has 
the same. value. We have grouped them 
in that way. Two corner lots and. one pre- 
ferred business lot are included~in every 
allotment. | By the authentic town maps fur- 
nished, purchasers can sée the location and 
size of their lots. There are'no ‘preferred 
allotments, 





this investment proposition. 
der received. 
ice of our properties at any time, 


Those w 


Reservations. may be made id wire or letter—or by coupon 
© wish to do so may- make 


No. 1, here attached. 


We are selling but a limited number of our lots, 
Hence, the advisability of prompt action by those interested 


In case of oversubscription, applications will be filled in the 


We reserve the right to reject applications or to increave the 


NOW IS THE TIME 


personal application at our offices, 304 Chestnut Street, Phila- 


delphia. 


The Reservation ‘Coupon (No, 1) brings to you our contract 
of sale for examination, and execution (if satisfactory to you). 


Also, full information about the properties on sale, and about our 


Company, with which is associated more. than a score of success- 


ful business men of integrity and prominence. 


The Inquiry Coupon (No. 2) brings’ our copyrighted book, 
free, with full information; but does mot bring ‘contract of sale. 





NORTHWEST TOWNSITE COMPANY 


building lots as offered in your « 
School 5h 


Send contract to. 





PSF SSSSE SOSH SSOS SE SSSSSESSSOSOOE 


No. 1—Reservation Coupon 


304 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Gentlemen: Reserve for me temporarily one allotment of ten 
Seontionenant in The Sunday 
imes, and send complete additional descriptions of your 
properties,with contract, which I will execute,iffound satisfactory 


FRIED 000s dibashcnv hed thdeh Sidtemchadd chablilinsabeibese due 


dobeieoce echpaltalee Name 


SS on .nse secre pepecnccncecsccess sonmeenes ces 


Give name sal ‘Banker or Express Co 


3 


Gentlemen :— 








eoee 


No 2—Inquiry Coupon | 
NORTHWEST TOWNSITE COMPANY , 
304 Chestnut Street 


ou may send me your copyrighted book, free, containing 
further information regarding your properties, with maps. 


P.O. Address....... 


Philadelphia, Penna. 








Ly 





etidining nine lots, and withthe | 





‘We believe that, never-in the history of 
this country has a better investment ergot 


tunity. been offered, : 


Copyrighted FREE Book 


We wish to send you our Book of Facts 
which sets forth in type and pictures : (1.) 
The rapid- development ‘of the new North- 
west, _(2.) The amazing growth of the ten 


most promising fowns. 


(3.) A full expla- 


nation of the ten-town investment prdépo- 
sition we eee eee Pe 


company. : 





The. Ten Towns 


MOBRIDGE So. His grows 
"River where’ wheat i — ee 


seeasion- 98 mats line; terminal of sr 2) <3 nF 
shops, row house, stor: depot, 16 miles Side track. 
‘KR: Co. spent $2,000,000 here” Center of fertile’ farm 


Saeco tae oes oe 























HETTINGER, No. Dak. Can, tt 


brick voces ; many 


» S grain eleva substantial 


ne, near néw high School, in best section of town. 


REEDER, No. Dak:—is,",20¢ ot Ss 


4 grain ¢le- 
vators; 3 tn one with $100,000 resources; 5 lumber 
yards ; substantial stores, housés, cliufches, schools ; lignite 
coal; and tile clay plentiful: Our lots lie on both ‘sides of 
Main street, 344 blocks from depot, between central business 


ROUNDUP. M 

center nig + Bow 
ROU NDUP, Mont, eens 3x5 000 
im coal fields. month. 


Lumbering. cattle rais: and agriculture are ov impor- 
ind Graded. oer ae electric 





TEREE FORKS, Mont.—‘i Srivers A 


Car shops employ 300 men. Su ti 
mineral and agricultural fésources.’ Electric lights, water 
Sewerage Our 


ST. MARIES, Idaho.—f:.“t37 si. 





yards 
civic State A Agricuitural, Experiment Stati 
Our lots ie close to railway, 6 blocks from Main 














Northwest 


« & 
References : 


Merchants’ National Bank, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Geo, B. Haynes, Immigration Agt., C. 


Chicago, Ill. 
Dun or Bradstreet. 


M, & St. P. Ry 


Townsite Company 
304 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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